'?•*>  pi » *  l 


£S-,.: ...F<sP;  djRF '.  .;■;  '.;> ; . .. 


WBtWk*3SKv‘ 

■>■  M*#X :  :y-  ■  yp'. 


WWmW^H.  i?wM 


■  N£8f3 5  Vi^iv 


*««— ■■■ 


— — 


j$i\- 


MS" 


mmm 


SIXTY-FIFTH 


ON  THE 


gP 


§/i 

Hi 


I 


\ I 


vjL,  -’i-  '.TVv  t'_.  %> 

j^SaS  §T  -c  t- 


A.  J.  B.  GRIFFIN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


£%  >®:' 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Exl 


i?lv 


■ -,.i  .v  ■ 


'£??:  At  ■ 

Mm. 


"it*,  '■  ■r 

A  w. 


WORCESTER: 


Wi\ 


EBENEZER  BAYL1S  &  SON  LTD.,  THE  TRINITY  PRESS 


— 


m 


•  >  ->A  ■  It  - 


mm 


taaEW."  iV-ii 


alsvsa; 


■  .  .  *  v  .  .  -  '*:■ 

4  '  '  '  ‘  V 

■■■■•■  ..v;  A’--  v.;V'\U:  V  •  :  •  v,:  1A> f' 

l^^:,.|y,vr;v',-., :  ■  ■■'  -.-v-iT  ■  ■■  ;.  $-■>*■  -&  m-Jrm 

&X.  •••rl-..:,,..-/;V--#  1  ^  ■  '!■  -  :f!' '  J  •:  V:’;  '  ',  i-  ■  •  •’It'-':.'  .  .,'•’  -  >  ■  '  ':  :  -.44/  ..:  .  ■•.  : 


w  •yHp#a- 1  *. . .  r .. 


:-  *•*'.!•: ' v* ‘ •  ■  ?Ct  - ; V.’. A' r '-f' j'*"' >• '*■'' '  '• 

: 


% 


.  - :  ■ 

.:•  v  ••■••■.  <•  v- 


•:  '• ■;,  •.  :..»A  -•  -w.v*  -•■  •' v\ •:  ;  '•  ••*.  ••'/  •  •.  •  •  A»f  .’•..•••'■<:  ...••  <}•.  -  ••  -  *  *.  v  : 

V.j  ’  -  '  .’  p'i'.i- 1  v  •'  v*.  »•!  .:  -■■  •:'■»•■•  •'*•  '  'V  •  ■  v  •*',;•  •  ••.'•*"  ..• ,  '.  •  •  .  .,*'  •  •  /: 

.  A  ••V'  ..,  •'  v.;:'Nv-'  •  .V..  .>•* 

ymrnmm m* 

l'  4V.a»*V '  'V  •).-  .♦  1r.  i  :>••>  •  A  ;.  *£  V  •  ;V.‘  /•■.■•■V-,'.  '  ‘l  '.•  *»  J*- V  ■  ;;V.W>-  *  '  ■  "•*  £ «  -  1  \  U  ' ’■V'  '  »> 

mS'irn  - 

tm  . 

m  U 


■$ 


M .. 

S&Pr 


!mmv  . 


v- X,.,.  •  V  •  .*>/•  •  -V  1  :  ;/■ 

■"  -i',...,  \  .i-  .K-  ■ ;  ■’  -  •  •'•  .•♦fiv.v  *  .-  •  .,••-  ;  ...’  *  ./  .•  >  * >.;  -  A  v 

■ 

‘-.'A- 


County  of  the  City  of  Worcester 


SIXTY-FIFTH 


An m  mail  R 

ON  THE 

Health  of  the  City 

BY 

A.  J.  B.  GRIFFIN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


1938 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30291884 


3 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

The  Mayor  (Councillor  W.  E.  Moore  Ede,  b.a.,  m.d.) 

( Chairman) . 

Alderman  R.  R.  Fairbairn,  j.p. 

Alderman  H.  A.  Leicester,  j.p. 

Alderman  W.  Sharpe. 

Councillor  Lady  K.  M.  D.  Atkins,  j.p. 

Councillor  T.  S.  Bennett. 

Councillor  F.  Bullock,  j.p. 

Councillor  Miss  E.  A.  Cadbury. 

Councillor  V.  Collett. 

Councillor  W.  G.  Day,  j.p. 

Councillor  T.  Duckworth. 

Councillor  A.  E.  Looker. 

Councillor  W.  Meirion  Lloyd. 

Councillor  Miss  E.  M.  O'Brien. 

Councillor  Mrs.  R.  Palmer,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 

Councillor  Miss  D.  M.  E.  Ogilvy,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 
Councillor  T.  C.  Palmer,  j.p. 

Councillor  V.  Pugh. 

Councillor  W.  H.  Probert. 

Councillor  F.  Sanders. 

Councillor  F.  L.  Spalding,  f.r.c.s.,  m.d. 

Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Urry. 

Councillor  C.  J.  Whitehead. 

Councillor  A.  H.  Williams,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 
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MID  WIVES  ACT  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

The  Mayor  (Councillor  W.  E.  Moore  Ede,  b.a.,  m.d.) 

{Chairman). 

Alderman  R.  R.  Fairbairn,  j.p. 

Councillor  Miss  E.  M.  O’Brien. 

Councillor  Miss  E.  A.  Cadbury. 

Councillor  Mrs.  R.  Palmer,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 

Councillor  W.  H.  Probert. 

Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Urry. 

HOSPITAL,  DAIRY,  ETC.,  AND  PUBLIC  SLAUGHTER¬ 
HOUSES  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

The  Mayor  (Councillor  W.  E.  Moore  Ede,  b.a.,  m.d.) 

( Chairman) . 

Alderman  R.  R.  Fairbairn,  j.p. 

Councillor  T.  S.  Bennett. 

Councillor  Miss  D.  M.  E.  Ogilvy,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 
Councillor  Mrs.  R.  Palmer,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 

Councillor  T.  C.  Palmer,  j.p. 

Councillor  W.  H.  Probert. 

Councillor  F.  L.  Spalding,  f.r.c.s.,  m.d. 


ACCOUNTS  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

The  Mayor  (Councillor  W.  E.  Moore  Ede,  b.a.,  m.d.) 

( Chairman) . 

Councillor  W.  H.  Probert. 

Councillor  C.  J.  Whitehead. 
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HEALTH  (HOUSING)  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

The  Mayor  (Councillor  W.  E.  Moore  Ede,  b.a.,  m.d.) 

( Chairman) . 

Councillor  Lady  K.  M.  D.  Atkins,  j.p. 

Councillor  A.  E.  Looker. 

Councillor  W.  Meirion  Lloyd. 

Councillor  Miss  E.  M.  O’Brien. 

Councillor  Mrs.  R.  Palmer,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 

Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Urry. 

Councillor  A.  H.  Williams,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 


PROPERTY  INSPECTION  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

The  Mayor  (Councillor  W.  E.  Moore  Ede,  b.a.,  m.d.) 

[Chairman). 

Alderman  R.  R.  Fairbairn,  j.p. 

Councillor  F.  Bullock,  j.p. 

Councillor  W.  Meirion  Lloyd. 

Councillor  Miss  E.  M.  O’Brien. 

Councillor  Mrs.  R.  Palmer,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 

Councillor  W.  H.  Probert. 

Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Ltrry. 


LIVESTOCK  INDUSTRY  ACT  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

The  Mayor  (Councillor  W.  E.  Moore  Ede,  b.a.,  m.d.) 

[Chairman). 

Alderman  R.  R.  Fairbairn,  j.p. 

Councillor  Mrs.  R.  Palmer,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 

Councillor  V.  Pugh. 
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HEALTH  (INFIRMARY)  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

The  Mayor  (Councillor  W.  E.  Moore  Ede,  b.a.,  m.d.) 

( Chairman) . 

Alderman  R.  R.  Fairbairn,  j.p. 

Councillor  Lady  K.  M.  D.  Atkins,  j.p. 

Councillor  W.  G.  Day,  j.p. 

Councillor  Miss  E.  M.  O’Brien. 

Councillor  Miss  D.  M.  E.  Ogilvy,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 
Councillor  W.  H.  Probert. 

Councillor  F.  L.  Spalding,  f.r.c.s.,  m.d. 

Councillor  A.  H.  Williams,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACT  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Jones,  j.p.  (Chairman). 

Councillor  Miss  E.  A.  Cadbury. 

Councillor  V.  Collett. 

Mr.  T..  H.  Griffiths  o.b.e. 

Miss  E.  M.  Jacomb. 

Councillor  Mrs.  R.  Palmer,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 

Miss  Jessie  Tree. 

Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Urry. 

Councillor  A.  H.  Williams,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
School  Medical  Officer, 
andTuberculosis  Officer 

Senior  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  of  Health 

Assistant  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  - 

Public  Vaccinator 


Dental  Officer 

Public  Analyst 

Veterinary  Inspectors 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  - 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspec¬ 
tors  - 


A.  J.  B.  Griffin,  m.b.,  ch.b., 

D.P.H. 

R.  A.  Strang,  m.b.,  ch.b., 
d.p.h. §§ 

G.  M.  G.  Spencer,  m.r.c.s., 

L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  || 

W.  G.  Bennett,  ll.b.,  m.r.c.s., 
Eng.,  l.r.c.p.  (Lond.).* 

C.  R.  Knight,  l.d.s. 

H.  E.  Monk,  b.sc.,  F.i.c.*f 

Mr.  J.  Currie,  m.r.c.v.s.* 

Mr.  H.  B.  Hiles,  m.r.c.v.s.* 

Mr.  Ralph  Taylor.J§ 

Mr.  P.  L.  Parsons.J  § 

Mr.  H.  Jackson. | 

Mr.  T.  W.  MarsdenJ§ 
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Matron,  City  Isolation 
Hospital  - 

Assistant  Matron 

Tuberculosis  Nurse  - 

Health  Visitors 


Chief  Clerk 

Assistant  Clerks 


Maternity  and  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  Centre  Clerks 


Disinfectors,  etc. 


Miss  N.  Glew. 

Miss  G.  Thompson. 

Nurse  M.  W.  Cotterill.^f** 

Miss  S.  E.  Howard .' ^ f  J 
Miss  F.  A.  Moore .^f 
Miss  A.  C.  Cope.^jf  f 
Miss  B.  Brown. jf 

Mr.  P.  M.  Christian. 

Mr.  J.  Everett. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Watts. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Jackson. 

Miss  E.  C.  Birch. 

Miss  H.  F.  M.  Bale.  || 

Miss  E.  C.  Griffin.  || 

Miss  E.  Stevenson.* 

Mr.  C.  A.  Webb. 

Mr.  A.  Payne. 
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Manager  Public  Slaughter¬ 
houses  -  Mr.  G.  W.  Glendenning. 


Public  Bathing  Pavilions  Mr.  W.  Brown.* ** 
Attendants  -  Mrs.  D.  Bridges.* 


Vaccination  Officer  -  -  Mr.  E.  H.  Rea. 


*Part-time  only. 

■[Services  utilised  by  arrangement  with  County  Council. 

[Inspector’s  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

§Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Inspecting  Meat  and  other 
Foods. 

HJoint  appointment — M.  and  C.W.  and  School  Medical  Service. 
^Trained  Nurse  and  Certificate  of  Midwives  Board. 

**State  Registered  by  Examination. 
ttNew  Health  Visitors  Certificate. 

I  [Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  Inspector  of  Midwives. 

§§Joint  appointment  Public  Assistance  and  Health  Committee. 
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Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 


The  following  represent  the  chief  vital  statistics  for  the 
year  viz.: — 

Compared  with 
those  of  England 
and  Wales. 

Estimated  Population  . .  53,290 

Birth  Rate  .  .  .  .  .  .  15.4  15.1 


Death  Rate: 

Crude  .  .  .  .  .  .  13.02 

Corrected  ..  ..  11.58 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Births  .  .  .  .  .  .  53.8 


11.6 


53 


Death  Rate  from  principal 
Infectious  Diseases 

Respiratory  Death  Rate 

Phthisis  Death  Rate 

Cancer  Death  Rate 


0.47  Not  yet  received. 
0.94 
0.9 
2.1 
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THE 

SIXTY-FIFTH  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

BEING  THAT 

for  the  Year  1938 


To  the  Right  W or  shipful  the  Mayor .  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  County  of  the  City  of  Worcester. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  City  for  the  Year  1938, 
and  my  ninth  report  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Unfortunately  the  prior  claims  of  preparation  for  war  have 
somewhat  supplanted  the  progressive  public  health  projects  of 
peace,  and  much  that  might  have  been  done  has  had  to  be 
deferred. 
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Detail  work  has  increased  and  its  delegation  has  not  been 
possible  on  account  of  lack  of  office  accommodation  for  my 
assistants. 


Even  so,  there  is  statistical  evidence  of  the  increasing  use 
of  the  public  health  services  and  considerable  progress  has 
again  been  made  in  Slum  Clearance,  the  end  of  which  is  now  in 
sight. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  was  some  concern  as  to 
the  continued  safety  of  the  Water  supply — but  with  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  County  Health  Department  the  risk  was  sur¬ 
mounted  and  the  water-supply  retains  its  high  standard  of 
purity. 


During  the  autumn  and  winter,  there  was  an  epidemic  of 
scarlet  fever  which  seriously  taxed  our  Isolation  Hospital 
accommodation,  and  overflow  cases  had  to  be  admitted  to  the 
Bromsgrove  Isolation  Hospital.  We  have,  however,  since 
received  from  Bromsgrove  more  cases  than  we  sent. 


On  the  whole,  the  vital  statistics  are  fairly  satisfactory. 
The  general  death-rate  is  lower,  as  also  is  the  rate  for  principal 
infectious  diseases  and  respiratory  diseases  apart  from 
phthisis;  on  the  other  hand  there  are  slight  increases  in  the 
infant  death-rate,  phthisis  death-rate  and  cancer  death-rate. 


The  medical  services  associated  with  A.R.P.  have  added 
another  and  probably  permanent  section  to  the  Health 
Department;  so  that  in  war  as  well  as  in  peace  we  can  claim 
to  cater  for  the  public  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave. 
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Though  the  task  is  becoming  gargantuan  it  is  fortunately 
never  uninteresting  and  is  lightened  by  the  willingness  of  the 
Staff,  the  co-operation  of  other  departmental  officers  and  the 
consideration  shown  by  the  Committee  and  the  other  half  of 
the  Council. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  J.  B.  GRIFFIN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  “A” 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area  (in  acres)  .  .  . .  . .  . .  5,393 

Population  (Census  1931)  . .  . .  . .  50,497 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  .  .  . .  .  .  53,290 

Rateable  Value  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  £380,045 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  Rate  ..  ..  £1,476 

Live  Births: —  Total.  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  .  .  777  397  380 

Illegitimate  .  .  41  24  17 

Birth  Rate  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  15.4 

Still  Births  37,  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  .  .  43.2 

Deaths,  694;  Death  Rate  .  .  .  .  .  .  11.58 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  of  deaths  occurring  in 

Institutions  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  27.2 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 
childbirth: — - 

From  Sepsis  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  — 

From  other  causes  . .  .  .  .  .  3 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  I  year  of  age: — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  .  .  53.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  54.0 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  46.0 
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Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . 


1 


Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

Cancer 


112 


2 
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Social  Conditions, 


POPULATION. — The  Registrar-General’s  estimated  mid¬ 
year  population  was  53,290 — an  increase  of  240  over  1937. 
Excess  of  City  births  over  deaths  was  responsible  for  124  of 
this  increase. 

The  variety  of  our  City’s  industries  safeguards  against 
serious  unemployment — the  maximum  figures  for  which  were 
2,210  in  January,  and  the  minimum  1,557  in  August. 

Judged  by  routine  Medical  inspection  of  school  children 
local  economic  and  industrial  conditions  have  not  varied 
during  the  year  their  effect  on  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the  Labour  Exchange — 
Mr.  Coates — for  the  following  comments  on  the  unemploy¬ 
ments  figures. 


UNEMPLOYMENT. 


The  volume  of  Unemployment  in  the  area  during  1938, 
though  low  compared  with  the  Country  as  a  whole,  was  higher 
than  in  some  other  parts  of  the  County.  In  January  the  figure 
of  unemployment  was  9.4%  of  the  insured  population,  and  in 
July  6.3%. 
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During  most  of  the  year  there  was  little  Juvenile  Unemploy¬ 
ment.  The  highest  register  occurred  in  January  (12  boys  and 
60  girls),  and  the  lowest  in  March  (5  boys,  18  girls). 


The  highest  number  of  juvenile  claimants  to  benefit  was 
4  boys,  44  girls  (including  34  temporarily  stopped)  and  the 
lowest  number  2  boys  and  11  girls  (including  11  temporarily 
stopped) . 


OUTLOOK. 

With  the  progress  and  expansion  of  the  National  Defence 
Programme  it  is  anticipated  that  Unemployment  in  the 
Worcester  area  will  diminish  during  1938,  but  the  extent  of 
the  decrease  will  depend  in  some  measure,  on  the  readiness  of 
insured  workpeople  to  take  employment  at  some  distance  from 
their  homes. 


METEOROLOGY. — The  following  data  are  kindly  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  City  Engineer  from  observations  made  at  the 
City  Waterworks  weather  station. 


The  highest  recorded  temperature  was  79  degrees  Fahren¬ 
heit  on  6th  August;  and  the  lowest  22  degrees,  or  10  degrees  of 
frost  on  20th  and  21st  December. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  22.06  inches.  Rain  fell 
on  154  days;  a  rain  day  being  one  on  which  not  less  than  0.01 
inches  of  rain  are  recorded. 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  the  rainfall  through¬ 
out  the  year,  and  the  annual  fall  for  the  past  twenty  years. 
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Number  of 

Rainfall  for 

1938. 

Rain  Days. 

Month. 

January  . . 

17 

2.99 

February  . . 

7 

.53 

March 

5 

.29 

April 

2 

.06 

May 

13 

1.43 

June 

11 

1.13 

July 

13 

2.98 

August 

15 

2.68 

September 

16 

1.28 

October 

15 

2.35 

November 

17 

2.78 

December  . . 

23 

3.56 

154  22.06 


Comparison  of  Rainfall  for  the  past  Twenty  Years: 


1919 

24.84  inches. 

1920 

25.62 

y  y 

1921 

16.08 

y  y 

1922 

26.07 

y  y 

1923 

26.74 

y  y 

1924 

33.22 

y  y 

1925 

23.75 

y  y 

1926 

25.04 

y  y 

1927 

30.52 

y  y 

1928 

25.09 

y  y 

1929 

26.54 

y  y 

1930 

31.08 

y  y 

1931 

•  • 

27.08 

y  y 

1932 

•  • 

•  • 

30.39 

y  y 

IS 


1933 

17.61  inches 

1934 

19.09 

) ) 

1935 

26.83 

y  y 

1936 

27.47 

y  y 

1937 

25.96 

y  y 

1938 

22.06 

y  y 

BIRTHS. — 873  children  were  born  in 

the  City; 

of  t 

420  were  girls  and  453  boys. 

The  total  births  included  those  women  from  other  areas 
confined  in  the  City,  and  the  corrected  number  of  births  to 
residents  was  818;  the  birth-rate  showing  a  slight  fall  at  15.4 
per  1,000  as  compared  with  15.53  for  1937. 


STILLBIRTHS. — The  following  corrected  figures  for  still¬ 
births  are  allocated  to  the  City: — 

Males  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  22 

Females  .  .  . .  . .  . .  15 
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This  gives  a  rate  of  0.69  per  1,000  population  compared  with 
0.60  for  England  and  Wales. 

DEATHS.— The  causes  of  deaths  in  the  various  age  groups 
are  given  on  page  110. 

Diphtheria  caused  7  deaths  as  compared  with  14  last  year — 
a  welcome  reduction — although  still  unsatisfactory  as  im¬ 
munisation  combined  with  early  treatment  would  prevent 
most  deaths  from  diphtheria. 


20 


Heart  Disease — still  the  “leader  of  the  men  of  death” — 
claimed  153  victims,  although,  as  the  bulk  of  these  were  over 
65  years  of  age,  there  must  have  been  a  close  association  with 

normal  “old  age”. 

0 

Five  persons  committed  suicide,  three  being  in  the  “prime 
of  life”  between  24  and  45.  Deaths  from  consumption  showed 
a  slight  increase — the  largest  number  being  again  in  the  age 
group  25 — 45. 

Under  “other  violence”  there  were  28  deaths — and  of  these 
8  resulted  from  road  accidents. 

Had  these  8  deaths  followed  typhoid  fever  there  would  have 
been  an  outcry  against  the  Health  Department,  followed  pro¬ 
bably  by  a  public  inquiry — as  they  were  road  deaths  and 
should  have  been  preventable,  we  accept  them  with  com¬ 
placency! 


SECTION  “B” 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

DEPARTMENTAL  STAFF. — Dr.  Burnett,  deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  resigned  on  his  appointment  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  Chadderton  and  was  succeeded  by 
Dr.  Strang  on  21st  February,  1938. 

Dr.  Paton,  Lady  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
resigned  on  her  marriage  and  was  followed  by  Dr.  Spencer 
formerly  of  the  Ipswich  Health  Department. 
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Mr.  Innes,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  resigned  on  secur¬ 
ing  a  better  appointment  at  Ipswich  and  was  replaced  by 
Mr.  Marsden  formerly  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  at  Darwen: 
one  new  Senior  Clerk  was  appointed  to  be  responsible  for  the 
clerical  work  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Section. 

GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES.— No  fresh  developments 
or  changes  took  place  in  the  existing  laboratory  facilities, 
ambulance  facilities,  arrangements  for  Nursing  in  the  Home, 
Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  and  public  or  voluntary 
hospitals. 

Full  details  regarding  these  services  have  been  set  out  in 
my  1937  and  earlier  reports,  and  as  a  survey  report  is  not  called 
for  this  year  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  I  do  not  propose  to 
recapitulate  the  details  here. 

For  the  information  of  the  Council  and  the  public  there  is 
set  out  later  the  location  of  the  various  Clinics  and  the  times 
at  which  sessions  are  held. 

HOME  NURSING.— The  work  done  on  behalf  of  the  Local 
Authority  by  the  City  and  County  Nursing  Association  is 
summarised  as  follows: — 


Visits  to  Old  Age  Pensioners  . .  .  .  8,300 

Visits  to  “Notifiable”  cases  .  .  .  .  928 

Visits  to  T.B.  cases  . .  . .  .  .  1,202 

Visits  to  children  under  school  age  ..  1,298 

Visits  to  Post-midwifery  cases  . .  706 


POOR-LAW  OUT-RELIEF.— This  continues  to  be  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  through  three 
general  practitioners:  no  “open  choice”  system  of  medical 
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relief  has  been  instituted  as  the  relative  smallness  of  the 
population  has  not  made  the  adoption  of  this  system  worth 
while. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. — Chemical  and  Bacteriolo¬ 
gical  analyses  are  carried  out  at  the  County  Laboratory  on  a 
per  capita  basis  of  payment.  Specimens  in  connection  with  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Scheme  are  examined  at  the  Worcester 
Royal  Infirmary  where  the  Clinic  is  held. 


The  extent  of  the  analytical  work  dealt  with  during  the 
year  is  indicated  below. 


Diphtheria  Swabs 

Sputum  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli 
Typhoid 
Vomit 
Urine 
Faeces 
Fluid 

Urine  and  Faeces 
Pus 
Slides 

Ringworm  .  . 

Streptococci 

Food  and  Drugs  analysed 
Milk  analysed 
Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  analysed 
Tap  Water 
Well  Water 
Swimming  Bath  Water 
Milk  for  bacteriological  examination: — 
For  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli 
For  bacteria  count 


1,817 

475 

14 
1 

10 

15 
3 

11 

3 

7 

1 

7 

173 

81 

12 

11 

5 

2 

23 

266 
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Specimens  in  connection  with  venereal  diseases  referred  to 
the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  were  as  follows: — 


From 

From  Hospital  From 

Treatment  and  other  Private 

Centre  Institutions  Practitioners 


For  detection  of  Gonococci 

..  326 

19 

32 

For  Wassermann  reaction 

..  179 

205 

115 

Kahn  Test 

..  135 

16 

21 

Cultures 

..  288 

11 

27 

Serum  for  Gonococci 

. .  55 

10 

12 

993  325  224 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1929.— During  the  year  the 
Health  Committee  having  received  the  tacit  approval  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  decided  that  the  time  was  opportune  for 
the  appropriation  for  Public  Health  Services  of  the  Municipal 
Homes  Infirmary. 

The  motion  to  appropriate  was  however  defeated  in  Council 
and  the  hospitalisation  of  the  sick  poor  under  the  Poor  Law 
for  the  present  continues. 

VACCINATION  ACTS.— The  area  is  served  by  one  Public 
Vaccinator  and  one  Vaccination  Officer.  Both  are  part-time 
officials. 

Vaccinations  at  the  Poor  Law  Institution  are  performed 
by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Administration  of 
the  scheme  is  carried  out  at  the  Health  Department. 
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The  work  done  is  summarised  as  follows: — 


Number  of 
Successful 

Numbers  of  Successful 

Re-vaccination 

Primary  Vaccinations  of 

i.e.,  successful 

persons. 

vaccinations 
of  persons  who 
had  been 
successfully 

Under 

One  year 

vaccinated  at 

one  year 

and 

TOTAL 

some  previous 

of  age. 

upwards. 

time. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Bennett 

Dr.  R.  A.  Strang 

325 

31 

356 

2 

(Municipal  Homes) 

1 

1 

2 

— . 

Totals 

326 

32 

358 

2 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Vaccinations 

received  during  the  year  . .  .  .  526 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Exemption 

received  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  265 

Number  of  Prosecutions  for  failure  to  have 

child  vaccinated  . .  . .  .  .  1 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

WELFARE  CENTRE. — No  alteration  has  yet  been  made  in 
the  Welfare  Centre  arrangements,  and  the  Clinic  is  still  held 
in  the  old  unsuitable  and  inconvenient  premises  where  the 
4  Health  Visitors  have  the  assistance  of  a  panel  of  voluntar}? 
helpers. 

Arrangements  are,  however,  now  in  hand  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  branch  centre  on  the  Tolladine  Housing  Estate, 
where  a  large  number  of  the  working  classes  have  been  moved 
from  the  slums  in  the  City  centre.  This  branch  Centre  will  be 
placed  in  a  Community  Centre  and  in  addition  to  relieving  the 
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pressure  on  the  present  accommodation,  will  be  more  con¬ 
venient  for  the  mothers. 

Many  difficulties  have  been  encountered  in  the  search  for 
a  site  for  a  new  combined  Welfare  Centre  and  School  Clinic 
since  the  ideal  site  in  Castle  Street  was  lost. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  however,  an  excellent  site  has  been 
found  in  Copenhagen  Street  and  developments  in  this  direc¬ 
tion  should  not  now  be  long  delayed. 

PROVISION  OF  MILK  FOODS. — No  changes  in  the  arrange¬ 
ment  for  provision  of  milk  foods  took  place.  During  the 
financial  year  milk  foods  to  the  value  of  £1,551  were  supplied 
at  a  nett  cost  to  the  Health  Committee  of  £461. 

ANTE-NATAL  CARE. — The  arrangements  previously  out¬ 
lined  continue.  At  the  Clinic  maintained  by  the  City  and 
County  Nursing  Association  the  Obstetric  Consultant  now 
attend  twice  monthly  instead  of  once.  The  work  done  at  the 
Municipal  Ante-Natal  Centre  shows  an  increase  and  is  sum¬ 
marised  at  the  end  of  this  section. 

MATERNITY  BEDS. — “Home  Conditions’'  cases  are  ad¬ 
mitted  as  hitherto  to  the  3  bed  maternity  unit  at  the  Poor 
Law  Infirmary,  where  there  is  an  adequate  staff  of  qualified 
midwives.  Only  16  patients  could,  however,  be  induced  to 
take  advantage  of  the  facilities  available,  as,  mothers  are  still 
prejudiced  against  having  their  children  “born  in  the  Work- 
house,”  even  though  all  arrangements  for  admission  are  made 
through  the  Health  Committee. 

Under  the  standing  arrangements  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  65  cases  of  difficult  labour  or 
complicated  pregnancy  and  4  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were 
admitted  to  that  Institution  during  the  year. 
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PROVISION  OF  MEALS.— With  the  transfer  of  population  to 
the  new  housing  centres  on  the  outskirts  of  the  City,  the  need 
for  providing  meals  at  the  Welfare  Centre  has  gone,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  no  meals  were  being  provided;  dried  milk  foods 
being  given  in  lieu  where  necessary. 

HOME  HELPS. — Home  Helps  were  supplied  at  a  cost  of 
£ 53  to  104  mothers  who  had  regularly  attended  the  Centre,  and 
were  having  a  second  or  subsequent  child. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. — 44  deaths  occurred  among  infants 
under  1  year,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  53.8,  a  slight 
rise  on  the  record  low  level  figure  achieved  last  year. 

Of  the  44  deaths,  27  occurred  during  the  first  month  of 
life,  due  to  the  following  causes. 


Age  Groups. 


Disease 

Under 

1  day. 

Under 

1  week. 

LTnder 
1  month. 

Prematurity 

9 

3 

1 

Asphyxia 

1 

— 

— 

Infantile  Asthenia 

1 

1 

— 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

— 

Tentorial  tear 

1 

— 

— 

Convulsions 

. .  — 

1 

f 

Intestinal  Obstruction 

.  .  — 

1 

1 

Icterus  Neonatorum 

.  .  — 

1 

— 

Sarcoma 

. .  — 

— 

1 

Spina  Bifida 

. .  — 

— 

1 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

— 

1 

Marasmus 

. .  — 

— 

1 

13 


8 


6 
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Of  the  27  it  will  be  seen  that  13  survived  less  than  a  day,  and 
that  prematurity  was  the  largest  single  cause  of  neo-natal 
death. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. — 3  mothers  lost  their  lives  in 
childbirth  or  pregnancy,  giving  a  maternal  mortality  rate 
of  3.3. 

Information  is  obtained  about  each  maternal  death,  and  a 
report,  including  the  observations  of  the  doctor  in  attendance, 
is  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Particulars  of  these  3  cases  are  appended  below. 

1.  E.M.B.,  aged  36.  Cause  of  death:  Obstructed  labour,  due 

to  disproportion  from 
unusually  large  foetus. 

This  patient,  nine  years  previously,  had  had  a  stillbirth 
followed  by  Puerperal  Sepsis.  She  had  received  ante-natal 
supervision,  and  had  twice  been  medically  examined.  At  3 
months  pregnancy  she  was  admitted  to  the  Worcester  Royal 
Infirmary  for  possible  termination  of  pregnancy,  but  no  action 
was  taken.  A  month  before  confinement  she  was  X-rayed  and 
the  foetus  found  to  be  presenting  normally.  The  patient  died 
following  operative  interference  for  obstructed  labour. 

2.  J.H.,aged34.  Cause  of  death:  a.  Haemorrhage. 

b.  Ectopic  gestation. 

3.  M.B.,  Aged  33.  Cause  of  death:  Accidental  haemorrhage. 

In  this  case  the  haemorrhage  which  was  found  post-mortem 
was  due  to  placental  arterial  changes,  and  not  to  abnormal 
position  of  the  placenta.  This  death  could  not  have  been 
prevented  by  better  ante-natal  supervision  or  better  obstetric 
facilities  at  delivery. 
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PUERPERAL  PYREXIA  REGULATIONS.— 19  notifications 
of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  received.  4  patients  were  admitted 
into  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary;  3  remained  at  the  City 
and  County  Nursing  Home;  1  at  the  Springfield  Nursing  Home, 
and  the  remainder  at  home. 

In  two  instances  the  pyrexia  wa  s  due  to  Infectious  Disease. 

All  patients  made  satisfactory  recoveries. 

MID  WIVES  ACTS.— 25  midwives  notified  their  intention  to 
practice,  and  alone  or  with  doctors  conducted  891  cases.  In 
connexion  with  their  work,  they  submitted  the  following 
notifications. 

Stillbirths  . .  . .  . .  . .  37 

Artificial  feeding  . .  .  .  . .  11 

Midwives  called  in  medical  aid  in  275  cases,  representing 
29.9  per  cent  of  all  their  cases.  This  percentage  seems  unduly 
high  when  it  is  considered  that  labour  should  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  be  a  normal  physiological  process. 


Year  ended  31st  December 


Total  Live  Births 

1934 

765 

1935 

762 

1936 

769 

1937 

824 

1938 

818 

Total  Medical  Help 
Calls  . .  . . 

245 

199 

170 

265 

275 

Percentage  of  Calls  .  . 

32.02 

26.1 

21.3 

32.1 

33.6 

Maternal  Mortality  per 
1000,  Live  Births 

5.2 

10.5 

5.0 

1.2 

3.3 

The  conditions  which  necessitated  the  sending  of  these 
275  medical  aid  forms  are  tabulated  below. 
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For  the  Mother. 

During  Pregnancy. 

Raised  Blood  Pressure  .  . 
Pain  in  Iliac  region 
Oedema  of  Limbs 
Pus  in  Urine 
Ante-partum  Haemorr¬ 
hage 

Varicose  Veins 
Albuminuria 
Acute  Abdominal  pain  .  . 
Rash  on  Vulva 
Cardiac  Disease 
General  Condition 
Threatened  Abortion  . . 
Vaginal  discharge 
Persistent  cough 
Phlebitis 

Asthmatic  condition 
Inflammation  limbs 
Pain  right  side 
History  of  Difficult 
Labour 
Abortion 

Excessive  Vomiting 
Toxaemia 
Femoral  hernia 

Total 

During  Labour  or  the 
Lying-in. 

Ruptured  Perineum 
Prolonged  Labour 
Stillbirth 
Difficult  Labour 
Retained  Placenta 
Miscarriage 
Rise  of  temperature 
Extended  Breech 
Uterine  Inertia 


Measurements  dispropor¬ 


tionate  . .  . .  1 

Distressed  condition  . .  1 

Contracted  Pelvis  . .  2 

Abdominal  Pain  . .  1 

Obesity  and  Breech  lie  1 
Abscess  of  Breast  . .  1 

Breech  presentation  .  .  3 

Haemorrhoids  .  .  .  .  1 

Inflamed  Breasts  . .  2 

Malpresentation  . .  1 

Inflammation  Leg  .  .  1 

Mastitis  . .  .  .  . .  1 


Total  .  .  .  .  159 


For  the  Child. 

Rash  . .  . .  . .  2 

Prematurity  . .  .  .  7 

Dangerous  feebleness  .  .  5 

Hare  Lip  .  .  .  .  1 

Phimosis  . .  .  .  2 

Abnormal  condition  of 
limbs  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Haemorrhage  from  bowels  1 

Slight  Eye  Discharge  .  .  21 

Watery  blisters  .  .  .  .  1 

Axillary  Cyst  .  .  .  .  1 

Spina  Bifida  . .  . .  2 

Jaundice  .  .  .  .  1 

Convulsions  .  .  . .  2 

Broncho  Pneumonia  . .  1 

White  Asphyxia  .  .  1 

Infant  passing  Meconium  1 

Prolapse  of  Cord  . .  3 

Vomiting  .  .  .  .  1 

Unsatisfactory  condition  2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  4 

Difficult  breathing  . .  1 

Total  . .  . .  61 


4 

1 

6 

2 

13 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

55 

76 

29 

3 

9 

1 

2 

18 

2 

3 
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MIDWIVES  ACT,  1936. — During  the  year  agreement  was 
reached  between  the  Council  and  the  local  Nursing  Association 
upon  the  working  of  the  domiciliary  midwifery  scheme  drawn 
up  under  the  above  Act. 

Four  Municipal  Mid  wives  deal  with  domiciliary  midwifery 
in  the  wards  of  All  Saints,  Claines,  St.  Nicholas  and  a  portion 
of  St.  Peter’s. 


Cases  dealt  with  by  4  City  Municipal  Midwives, 
Year  ended  31s/  December  1938. 


No.  of  cases  booked  during  1938  . .  235 

No.  of  confinements  dealt  with  during  1938  214 

Total  amount  of  accounts  sent  to  patients 

during  1938  . .  .  .  .  .  377  5  0 

Add  Booking  fees  collected  by  Midwives 
223  at  5s.  .  .  . .  . .  55  15  0 

Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  £433  0  0 

Assessed  during  1938  as  irrecoverable  ..  27  17  6 


Nett 


£405  2  6 


One  Municipal  Midwife  resigned  and  the  vacancy  was  filled 
by  a  fresh  appointment.  No  further  claims  for  compensation 
were  received. 

BIRTH  CONTROL. — A  contraceptive  clinic  is  now  held  by 
the  lady  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  advice  given 
and  appliances  supplied  to  women  in  whose  cases  pregnancy 
would  be  seriously  prejudicial  to  their  health.  To  secure 
experience  in  the  technique  of  this  work  the  Assistant  Medical 
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Officer  of  Health  and  Health  Visitors  made  instructional  visits 
to  the  Birmingham  Clinic.  During  the  year  there  were  15 
attendances. 

REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES.— At  the  end  of  the 

year  there  were  three  Nursing  Homes  registered,  providing 
31  beds. 

In  two  instances  the  Committee  had  to  deal  wdth  infringe¬ 
ments  of  the  Act.  In  the  one  case  a  qualified  midwife  had  con¬ 
ducted  midwifery  in  her  own  home  for  gain  without  the  house 
being  registered.  In  this  instance  the  Committee  decided  to 
issue  a  warning  only. 

In  the  second  case  a  house  was  found  being  regularly  used 
for  the  purpose  of  a  nursing  home  without  registration.  A 
prosecution  was  taken  and  the  offender  fined. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. — No  changes  have  occurred 
in  the  arrangements  for  the  supervision  of  boarded-out 
children.  The  following  details  relate  to  work  done  in  this 
connexion. 

Number  of  children  on  register  31st  Decem¬ 


ber,  1937 
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Number  of  children  received  by  foster- 
mothers  during  1938 


19 


45 


Number  of  children  removed  from  care  of 
foster-mothers 


18 


Number  on  register,  31st  December  1938  . .  27 


Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors 


141 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM,— These  cases  are  normally 
treated  at  the  Eye  Hospital,  the  Council  paying  a  fee  for  each 
case;  no  recovery  being  made  from  the  parents.  Occasionally  a 
case  may  be  attended  by  a  private  practitioner  called  in  on  a 
Midwife's  order.  When  this  occurs  attention  is  drawn  to  the 
Council's  arrangements  with  the  Eye  Hospital  where  specialist 
treatment  can  be  obtained. 

Six  cases  were  notified  and  on  follow  up  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  all  children  were  found  to  have  no  serious  impairment 
of  vision.  The  child  blinded  by  gonorrhoeal  ophthalmia  is  fast 
becoming  a  rarity. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT.— No  alterations  in  the 
arrangement  for  the  detection,  treatment  and  follow  up  of 
orthopaedic  cases  were  made  during  the  year. 

HEALTH  VISITORS. — No  changes  took  place  in  the  health 
visiting  staff,  whose  scale  of  pay  was  substantially  improved 
during  the  year  by  the  Council. 

Two  Health  Visitors  were  sent  by  the  Health  Committee 
on  a  refresher  course  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Statistics,  1938. 

TABLE  I. 


Visits  paid  to  the  Homes  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

Total. 

First.  Return.  Total.  1937 


A. 

To  Infants  under  1  year 
,,  Children  1 — -5  years 
,,  Expectant  Mothers 
,,  Mothers  after  confinement 


896 

5,379 

6,275 

6,655 

— 

— 

8,898 

8,701 

411 

476 

887 

1,005 

— 

— 

123 

157 

,307 

5,855 

16,183 

16,518 

c-  o 
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Total 

Total 

B. 

Visits. 

1937. 

To  Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

11 

16 

y  y 

,,  Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia 

14 

12 

y  y 

,,  Measles  and  German  Measles 

77 

12 

y  y 

,,  Whooping  Cough 

96 

49 

y  y 

,,  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  . . 

12 

10 

y  y 

,,  Pemphigus 

3 

— 

y  y 

,,  Chickenpox 

9 

— 

222 

99 

C. 

Total 

Total 

In  connection  with — 

Visits. 

1937. 

Infants’  Deaths  . . 

10 

13 

Mother’s  Death 

. .  — 

1 

Stillbirths 

50 

42 

Boarded-out  Children 

141 

175 

Dental  Cases 

90 

98 

Other  Cases 

. .  1,332 

1,342 

1,623 

1,671 

D. 

Total 

Total 

Total  Visits  paid  on  District — 

Visits. 

1937. 

Group  A 

..  16,183 

16,518 

T> 

y  y  -D  •  •  •  « 

222 

99 

r 

y  y  V-'  •  •  •  • 

..  1,623 

1,671 

Total 

..  18,028 

18,289 
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TABLE  II. 


Clinics  held  by  the  Medical  Officer. 


1.  Number  of  Meetings 


Total  Total 
1938  1937 


149 


145 


Attendances: — 

Infants  under  1  year- 
First  Visits  . . 
Return  Visits 

Total 


418 

1,013 


1,431  1,479 


Children  1 — 5  years- 
First  Visits  . . 
Return  Visits 

Total 


32 

333 

365  339 


Ante-natal  Women- 
First  Visits  . . 
Return  Visits 

Total 


205 

301 

506  533 


Post-natal  Women 
First  Visits  . . 


36 


15 

Return  Visits  . .  . .  1 


Total 


Special  Women — 
First  Visits  . . 
Return  Visits 

Total 


3.  Total  Attendances: — 
Children 

Women 


Total 


4.  Average  Attendance  per  Clinic: — 
Children 
Women 


16 

13 

37 

43 

80 

18 

1,796 

602 

2,398 

2,382 

18.32 

11.80 

Average  Total 


•  • 


•  • 


15.6  16.42 
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TABLE  III. 


Weighing  Clinics. 


South, 

North, 

West, 

Central, 

Total. 

Total. 

1937. 

1.  Number  of  Meetings 

50 

48 

51 

48 

197 

198 

2.  Total  Visits: — 

Infants  under  1  year 

1,933 

1,238 

1,053 

2,064 

6,288 

5,366 

Children  1 — 5  years 

288 

220 

206 

476 

1,190 

1,076 

Total 

2,221 

1,458 

1,259 

2,540 

7,478 

6,442 

Expectant  Mothers 

61 

56 

15 

97 

229 

265 

Other  Women 

307 

216 

169 

290 

982 

775 

Total  - . .  . . 

368 

272 

184 

387 

1,211 

1,040 

3.  Total  Attendances  . . 

2,589 

1,730 

1,443 

2,927 

8,689 

7,482 

4.  Average  Attendance 
per  Session — 

Children 

44.4 

30.3 

24.7 

52,9 

37.9 

32.5 

Women 

7.3 

5.6 

3.6 

8.0 

6.1 

5.2 

Total  . .  . . 

51.7 

35.9 

28.3 

60.9 

44.0 

37.7 

5.  First  Visits: — 

Infants 

210 

106 

62 

188 

566 

531 

Children 

12 

10 

1 

13 

36 

34 

Expectant  Mothers 

20 

29 

7 

42 

98 

99 

Total 

242 

145 

70 

243 

700 

564 
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INFIRMARY  TREATMENT. — Seventy  children  and  twelve 
women  were  sent  for  treatment  and  for  conditions  as  under: — 


Naevi 

Phimosis 

Otorrhea 

Eyes 

Hernia 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

Conditions  associated  with  Pregnancy 

Orthopaedic 

Various 


12 

35 

1 

2 

3 

1 

12 

12 

8 


HOME  HELPS. — 104  Home  Helps  were  supplied  at  a  Cost 
of  £53  as  against  122  supplied  in  1937  at  a  cost  of  £61. 


SECTION  “C 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

WATER. — The  City's  water  supply  is  drawn  from  the  River 
Severn  on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  and  is  treated  by  gravity 
sand-filtration  followed  by  chlorination. 

Weekly  samples  of  the  purified  water  are  taken  by  the  Health 
Department  staff  at  the  Waterworks,  and  additionally  samples 
are  from  time  to  time  taken  at  various  dwelling  houses. 

Particular  attention  is  also  paid  by  the  City  Engineer’s  staff 
to  sampling  of  the  river  water  before  treatment. 

The  following  representative  analyses  shows  that  the  water 
supplied  to  the  City  reaches  a  very  high  state  of  purity. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS. 

Tap  Water. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  above  sample 
chemically  with  the  following  results : — 

Parts  per 
100,000 

Physical  Characters  . .  . .  . .  Clear 

Deposit  . .  . .  . .  . .  None 

Solids  in  Suspension,  dried  at  100°C  . .  None 

Solids  in  Solution,  dried  at  100°C.  .  .  .  .  38 

Solids  in  Solution,  After  Ignition  . .  . .  32 

Chlorides  calculated  as  Common  Salt  ..  17.5 

Hardness,  Permanent  . .  . .  . .  10 

Hardness,  Temporary  . .  . .  . .  5 

Hardness,  Total  . .  . .  . .  15 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia.  .  . .  .  .  0.0006 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . .  . .  . .  0.008 

Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates)  . .  . .  Trace 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites)  ..  ..  None 

Oxygen  Absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27°C.  . .  0.06 

Toxic  Metals  .  .  . .  . .  . .  None 

Opinion. — From  the  above  chemical  analysis  the  sample  is 
fit  for  drinking. 

(. Sd .).  H.  E.  Monk, 

City  Analyst. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

No.  of  micro-organisms  per  1  millilitre  on 
Agar  at  22°C. 

No.  of  Coli  Aerogenes  per  100  millilitres  . . 


1 

0 
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Of  the  52  samples  taken  during  the  year  16  were  sterile  and 
the  highest  number  of  micro-organisms  found  was  10  per 
millilitre  on  28-11-38. 

The  river  water  at  all  times  carries  appreciable  impurity, 
but  this  is  normally  easily  dealt  with  by  the  filtration  plant. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  however,  it  became  evident 
that  the  river  water  was  becoming  increasingly  contaminated. 
This  put  additional  pressure  on  the  purification  plant  and 
narrowed  the  margin  of  safety. 

In  March,  therefore,  I  made  a  special  report  to  the  Health 
Committee  setting  out  these  facts,  and  indicating  that  river 
water  pollution  was  coming  from  the  sewage  disposal  arrange¬ 
ments  of  another  authority  higher  up  the  river. 

A  special  Sub-Committee  of  Health  and  Water  and  Sewerage 
Committee  representatives  was  set  up  to  explore  the  matter 
with  the  County  Authority,  and  thanks  to  the  co-operation  of 
the  County  Authority  and  particularly  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  an  improvement  of  the  quality  of  the  river  water  at  the 
intake  was  soon  secured. 

At  the  same  time  I  advised  that  every  step  should  be  taken 
to  minimise  river  pollution  in  the  City  itself,  and  so  keep  our 
own  house  in  order.  A  source  of  pollution  from  the  Grand 
Stand  lavatories  was  cleared  up  by  the  installation  of  a  proper 
septic  tank  system;  steps  were  taken  to  put  the  City  water¬ 
courses  in  better  condition,  and  the  closing  down  of  houses  in 
the  Moors  Clearance  Area  discontinued  the  use  there  of  a 
sewer  which  had  discharged  untreated  material  direct^  into 
the  river  below  the  waterworks  intake. 
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Not  infrequently  in  the  summer  and  autumn  complaints 
are  made  of  the  palatability  of  the  City  water — which  ad¬ 
mittedly  tastes  better  with  something  in  it — and  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  on  occasions  a  somewhat  earthy  flavour  can  be 
detected.  Some  citizens  suggest  that  the  water  is  polluted — 
others  that  it  is  over-chlorinated. 

Although  earlier  in  the  year  the  water  was  heavily  chlori¬ 
nated  as  a  special  safety  precaution,  the  flavour  described  is 
not  due  to  chlorine,  which  is  only  exceptionally  discernible. 
This  flavour  is  due  to  a  volatile  oil  produced  by  river  algae,  and 
whilst  filtration  eliminates  the  algae  it  cannot  remove  the 
flavour  or  the  colour  which  the  algae  impart  to  the  water. 
Actually,  when  the  drinking  water  was  most  pellucid  last  year, 
the  intake  water  showed  the  heaviest  contamination,  whereas 
when  the  water  was  somewhat  greenish  and  had  a  peaty  flavour 
the  intake  water  was  relatively  free  from  bacterial  contamina¬ 
tion. 

With  the  story  of  Croydon  fresh  in  their  memories  citizens 
are  inclined  to  be  somewhat  "jittery”  about  our  water  supply; 
particularly  when  they  remark  the  objects  that  sometimes 
float  down  the  river.  They  may  rest  assured  that  even  though 
it  may  sometimes  be  distinctly  flavoured,  its  purity  is  well 
maintained  and  well  safeguarded. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

SCAVENGING. — Domestic  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping;  tips  being  regularly  in  use  at  Diglis  and  Bilford  Road. 

SEWERAGE. — The  difficulties  associated  with  the  drainage 
of  the  Lower  Wick  Area  referred  to  in  my  1937  report  con- 
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tinue,  though  no  serious  nuisance  was  reported  in  1938.  The 
sooner  the  houses  in  this  area  can  be  brought  into  a  proper 
sewerage  disposal  system,  the  better. 

Trouble  from  septic  tank  systems  built  in  connexion  with 
new  houses  on  undeveloped  estates  has  been  less  since  the 
Streets  Committee  decided  to  approve  only  a  standard  septic 
tank  system  agreed  upon  by  the  City  Engineer,  Surveyor  and 
myself  a  few  years  ago. 

Despite  the  improvement  of  the  Sewage  Works  disposal 
plant  by  the  Dorr  Oliver  Company,  who  provided  a  sludge 
digester  tank,  complaints  were  being  frequently  made  by  the 
public  of  efhuvial  nuisance  arising  in  connexion  with  the 
Sewage  Works,  and  after  personally  satisfying  myself  as  to  the 
presence  of  the  nuisance,  which  was  intermittent,  intangible, 
evanescent,  and  “variable  as  the  shade/'  I  formally  reported 
the  existence  of  the  nuisance  to  the  Health  Committee  in 
October. 

Meanwhile,  the  matter  locally  began  to  assume  the  dimen¬ 
sions  of  a  “casus  belli”.  Two  Councillors  were  returned  by 
the  “Nuisance”  party,  and  the  nuisance  was  freely  ventilated, 
without  however,  being  dissipated.  Possible  causations  have 
been  dealt  with  by  the  City  Engineer,  and  although  some  sub¬ 
sequent  complaints  have  been  received,  no  appreciable  recur¬ 
rence  of  the  nuisance  has  been  experienced. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.—Sewerage  conveyance  is  al¬ 
most  exclusively  by  Water  Carriage  System — there  are  only 
7  privies,  54  pail  closets  and  62  septic  tanks  remaining 
attached  to  houses  prevented  by  their  low  levels  from 
connexion  to  the  sewers.  Careful  control  is  exercised  over 
the  building  of  new  houses,  with  septic  tank  systems. 
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CAMPING  SITES. — No  recognised  camping  sites  are  in  use 
in  the  City,  and  no  licences  were  issued  under  Section  269  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  but  strict  attention  is  given  to 
the  sanitary  arrangements  in  connection  with  the  caravans 
that  come  to  the  occasional  fairs  in  the  City. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT.— There  was  no  necessity  to  invoke 
the  Bye-laws  dealing  with  Smoke  Abatement,  as  smoke 
nuisance  in  the  City  is  relatively  unknown.  Gas  and  electricity 
rapidly  gain  ground  for  industrial  and  domestic  use,  and  their 
use  is  fostered  by  the  Health  Department  Staff  in  their  en¬ 
deavour  to  reduce  atmospheric  pollution.  City  Industries  are 
daily  taking  electrical  energy  representing  27,009  horse  power. 

SWIMMING  POOLS  AND  BATHS.— There  is  one  swimming 
pool  available  to  the  public.  This  is  a  privately  owned  Open 
Air  Pool  with  filtration  and  chlorination  plant.  Samples  of 
the  water  have  given  consistently  satisfactory  results  on 
analysis. 

The  Council’s  Riverside  Swimming  Baths  through  which  the 
River  Severn  flows,  are  still  used  by  a  limited  number  of  the 
public.  After  I  had  reported  adversely  upon  the  purity  of  the 
River  water,  the  Education  Committee  decided  to  discontinue 
the  use  of  these  baths  for  the  teaching  of  swimming  to  school 
children.  A  special  Committee  investigated  the  matter  of  City 
swimming  facilities,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  time  was  in¬ 
opportune  to  set  up  a  new  public  swimming  bath,  but  that 
separate  swimming  bath  facilities  should  be  provided  for  school 
children. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA.— The  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  submits  the  following  report: — 

ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES.— A  tabulated  summary  of 
the  sanitary  operations  is  given  below;  1,446  nuisances  having 
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been  reported  during  the  year.  To  abate  these  nuisances,  266 
Request  Notices  were  served  upon  the  persons  responsible; 
and  in  72  cases  the  Health  Committee  gave  instructions  for 
Statutory  Notices  to  be  served. 

In  13  instances  I  had  to  ask  the  Health  Committee  to  institute 
legal  proceedings,  but  in  each  case  the  nuisances  were  abated 
following  the  despatch  of  a  warning  letter. 

NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  AND  SUMMARY  OF 
WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  1938. 


Number  of  Notices  (Preliminary)  served  . .  .  .  240 

Number  of  Notices  (Statutory)  served  . .  . .  72 

Number  of  Notices  (Statutory)  served  in  connection 

with  Housing  34 

Number  of  letters  sent  with  regard  to  Notices  etc.  . .  773 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  investigated  . .  183 

Number  of  Notices  sent  to  Schools  re  infectious  diseases  3326 

Rooms  cleansed  and  limewashed  .  .  . .  .  .  206 

Dilapidated  walls,  floors,  windows,  etc.,  repaired  . .  230 

Defective  roofs  and  spouting  repaired  . .  . .  155 

Damp  walls  cured  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  92 

Wash-houses  repaired,  cleansed  and  limewashed  . .  28 

Wash-house  floors  and  yards  re-paved  or  repaired  ..  13 

Glazed  stoneware  sinks  fitted  ..  ..  ..  16 

Sink  waste  pipes  and  rainwater  pipes  disconnected  from 

drains  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  49 

Defective  drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  . .  . .  13 

Glazed  stoneware  gully  traps  fled. .  .  .  . .  19 

Water-closets  repaired,  cleansed  and  limewashed  . .  61 

Water-closet  flushing  cisterns  repaired  ..  ..  16 

Water-closets  provided  with  new  basins  and  traps  ..  7 
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Defective  joints  in  pans,  traps  and  flush  pipes  repaired . .  5 

Houses  provided  with  sufficient  water  supply  . .  9 

Nuisances  from  overcrowding  abated  ..  ..  212 

Nuisances  from  improper  keeping  of  animals  . .  3 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  . .  .  .  5 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  ..  ..  ..  831 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  248 

Houses,  W.C.’s  etc.,  cleansed  by  occupier  . .  .  .  6 

Waste  of  water  reported  to  Water  Inspector  . .  . .  33 

Number  of  references  to  City  Surveyor  with  regard  to 
dangerous  buildings,  paving  of  courts,  and  foul  street 
gullies  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

Rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  . .  . .  835 

Verminous  houses  fumigated  constituting  35  rooms  ..  14 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  ..  ..  ..  173 

Samples  of  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  . .  . .  12 

Samples  of  Milk  for  Bacteria  Count  . .  . .  266 

Samples  of  Milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  . .  . .  23 


INSPECTIONS. — The  following  table  shows  the  number  and 
nature  of  inspections  carried  out  during  1938: — • 


Housing  Inspections  .  .  . .  . .  . .  582 

Public  Health  Inspections  . ,  . .  . .  1946 

Re-inspections  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1869 

Infectious  Disease,  Visits  to  Houses  . .  . .  408 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . .  . .  . .  169 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  . .  . .  . .  95 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ..  ..  171 

Offensive  Trades  . .  . .  . .  . .  124 

Factories  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  110 

Bakehouses . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  63 
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Slaughterhouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1837 

Canal  Boats  . .  . .  .  .  . .  29 

Dustbin  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  1380 

Food  Shops  and  Markets  ..  ..  ..  890 

Places  where  animals  kept  . .  .  .  . .  35 

Water  samples  taken  . .  . .  . .  68 

Drains  smoke-tested  . .  . .  . .  . .  56 

Smoke  Observations  . .  .  .  . .  . .  24 

Houses  measured  re  Overcrowding  . .  . .  27 


HOUSE  REFUSE. — The  campaign  commenced  in  1937  was 
continued  during  the  first  five  months  of  the  year.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  whole  period. 
The  City  Surveyor  has  arranged  to  supply  lists  of  defective 
dustbins  found  by  his  men  at  regular  intervals,  thus  ensuring 
that  all  the  bins  in  the  City  are  kept  in  good  order. 


No.  of  inspections  . .  . .  . .  4,382 

No.  of  re-inspections  . .  . .  . .  1,474 

No.  of  Preliminary  Notices  issued  . .  547 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  issued  . .  . .  223 

No.  of  bins  asked  for  ..  ..  ..  831 


RAGS  FLOCK  ACT,  1911 — 1928. — As  no  premises  in  the 
City  come  within  the  purview  of  these  Acts,  no  action  there¬ 
under  was  necessary. 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. — The  work  of  the  sanitary  sections 
of  the  Shops  Act,  1934  are  still  carried  out  by  the  Health 
Department,  whilst  the  remaining  sections  come  under  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Department.  The  Chief  Inspector  of 
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Weights  and  Measures  still  reports  any  matters  connected 
with  the  sanitary  Sections,  which  come  to  his  notice  during 
the  course  of  his  inspections.  The  following  works  have  been 
carried  out  during  the  year: 

Shops  provided  with  additional  water-closet  3 

Shops  provided  with  washing  facilities  . .  2 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. — 24  observations  were  made  of 
factory  chimneys  and  only  one  Notice  was  served  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Smoke  Abatement  Act,  1936,  calling  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Owner  to  the  nuisance  arising  from  the  emission 
of  excessive  smoke. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  — 

(1)  During  the  year  14  houses  belonging  to  Private 
Owners  and  94  Council  Houses  were  found  to  be 
infested  with  bed  bugs  and  disinfestation  was  carried 
out  in  ail  cases, 

(2)  In  private  houses  the  use  of  “Cimex”  blocks  for  free¬ 
ing  infested  premises  has  proved  effective.  In  addi¬ 
tion  a  supply  of  insecticide  made  up  to  the  formula 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  supplied  for  spray¬ 
ing  purposes  to  any  tenants  requiring  same. 

(3)  It  is  the  general  rule  for  the  belongings  of  all  pros¬ 
pective  tenants  to  be  disinfested  before  removal  to 
Council  Houses. 

(4)  The  belongings  are  removed  by  a  Contractor  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Corporation  in  special  vans  for  disin¬ 
festation  with  Hydrogen  Cyanide.  This  fumigation 
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necessitated  the  loan  of  bedding  by  the  Health 
Committee  to  guard  against  any  danger  of  gas 
poisoning.  Some  294  cases  have  been  dealt  with  in 
this  way.  In  houses  slightly  infested  with  bed  bugs 
a  supply  of  germicide  was  given  to  the  tenants  and 
instructions  given  as  to  its  use. 

(5)  Special  inspections  are  made  of  all  Council  Houses 
by  the  Housing  Inspectors  to  ascertain  that  the 
premises  are  kept  free  from  vermin. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. — This  consolidating  Act  came  into 
force  on  the  1st  July,  1938.  It  extends  the  duties  of  Local 
Authorities  in  some  important  respects. 

The  old  distinction  between  “Factory”  and  “Workshop” 
disappears,  only  one  term — Factory — now  being  used.  For 
certain  purposes,  however,  a  distinction  is  drawn  between  the 
factories  where  mechanical  power  is  used  and  factories  where 
it  is  not  used. 

For  the  purposes  of  carrying  out  the  new  duties  a  new 
Register  has  been  prepared  and  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
has  allowed  us  to  make  a  copy  of  his  Register  and  some  332 
names  and  addresses  have  been  obtained  and  they  may  be 
classified  as  221  Power  Factories  and  111  Non-power  Factories. 

Inspections  have  been  made  and  the  following  works  have 
been  carried  out: 

Factories  cleansed  and  limewashed  . .  3 

Accumulations  removed  . .  . .  2 

W.C.'s  repaired  and  limewashed  ..  ..  4 
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OUTWORKERS. — Lists  containing  the  names  and  addresses 
of  749  outworkers  were  received  from  occupiers  of  factories 
during  the  year.  Occasional  visits  are  made  to  the  homeworkers 
premises.  During  the  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  the 
year  several  cases  occurred  in  the  homes  of  outworkers.  In 
each  case  the  work  was  gloving  and  the  gloves  in  the  premises 
at  the  time  were  disinfected  and  the  factories  notified. 

BAKEHOUSES. — There  were  38  Bakehouses  in  the  City  at 
the  end  of  1938.  Of  these  14  are  classified  as  Factories  with 
mechanical  power  and  24  without  mechanical  power.  There 
are  now  no  underground  Bakehouses  in  the  City.  There  has 
been  one  addition  during  the  year  and  one  bakehouse  was 
closed  as  it  was  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  on  sanitary  grounds 
unfit  for  use  or  occupation  as  a  bakehouse. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

In¬ 

spections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prose¬ 

cutions. 

(4) 

Factories  ... 

(with  mechanical  power) 

30 

2 

— 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(without  mechanical  power) 

128 

3 

— 

Other  Premises 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises) 

15 

- “ 

T  otal  ...  ...  ... 

173 

5 

— 
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Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

Particulars, 

Referred 

of 

Reme- 

to  H.M. 

Prose- 

Found. 

died. 

In¬ 

spector. 

cutions. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  .  . 

3 

3 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

Unreasonable  temperature  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

1 

1 

— 

— 

i  insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

Sanitary  1  unsuitable  or  de- 

Conven-'  <  fective 

4 

4 

_ 

iences  1  not  separate  for 

\  sexes 

Other  offences 

[Not  Including  offences  re- 

lating  to  Home  Work  or 
offences  under  the  Sections 

mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enact¬ 
ed  in  the  Third  Schedule 

to  the  Factories  Act,  1937.] 

Total 

9 

9 

- 

— 

f)J 


Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises.  (Section  108.) 


Nature  of  Work. 

Instances 

Notices 

served 

Prosecutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Wearing  Apparel : — 

Making,  etc. 

Cleaning  and  washing 

Household  linen 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 
Furniture  and  upholstery 

Electro-plate 

File  making 

Brass  and  brass  articles 

Fur  pulling 

Cables  and  chains 

Anchors  and  grapnels 

Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

Artificial  flowers 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

Tents 

Sacks 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

Paper,  etc.,  paper  bags 

Brush  making 

Pea  picking 

Feather  sorting 

Carding,  etc.,  of  buttons,  etc. 

Stuffed  toys 

Basket  making 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats  .  . 
Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers,  Christ¬ 
mas  stockings,  etc. 

Textile  weaving 

Lampshades  .  .  ... 

9 

Total  .  .  .  .  .  . 

9 

— 

— 
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Premises  controlled  by  Bye-Laws. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES.— The  total  number  of  Offensive 


Trades,  as  defined  by  the  Public  Health  Act, 

1936  is  46  being 

made  up  as  follows: — 

Old. 

Est. 

Annual 

Licences. 

Total. 

Fish  Friers 

12 

21 

33 

Tripe  Boilers 

— 

3 

3 

Fellmongers 

2 

1 

3 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers 

3 

— 

3 

Hide,  Skin  and  Fat  Dealers 

2 

— 

2 

Gut  Scrapers 

1 

— 

1 

Fat  Melter 

1 

— 

1 

21 

25 

46 

1  old-established  and  1  annually  licensed  fish-frying  estab¬ 
lishment  and  1  tripe-boiler  closed  down  during  the  year. 
4  applications  were  received  during  the  year  to  establish  the 
trade  of  fish  friers,  3  were  refused  and  1  was  granted. 

There  is  one  Knacker  Yard  in  the  City. 

All  the  Offensive  Trades  premises  are  periodically  visited, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  trade  of  the  Fat  Melter,  there 
have  been  no  complaints  of  nuisance. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES.— There  were  6  houses  on  our 
Register  at  the  end  of  1938,  providing  accommodation  for  146 
persons.  5  are  licensed  annually.  Inspections  are  regularly 
made,  and  the  keepers  continue — with  one  exception — to  do 
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their  best  to  keep  the  houses  in  as  good  an  order  as  their 
structure  will  permit.  The  offending  keeper  was  prosecuted 
and  fined  £4  in  respect  of  two  summonses  that  were  issued. 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. — The  number  of  Houses  Let 
in  Lodgings  on  our  Register  at  the  end  of  1938  was  17.  3  houses 
being  added  during  the  year  and  1  removed  by  reason  of 
demolition.  These  premises  are  periodically  visited  and  a 
general  rising  of  the  standard  to  comply  with  the  bye-laws 
regulating  the  houses  has  been  brought  about. 

SECTION  “D” 

Housing. 

HOUSING.— Slum  Clearance  has  kept  ahead  of  re-housing 
and  during  the  year  167  individual  unfit  houses  were  repre¬ 
sented  and  192  in  the  following  Clearance  Areas. 

Tybridge  Street  Area. 

St.  Clement’s  Square  Areas,  Nos.  1  and  2. 

Little  Park  Street  Areas,  Nos.  1,  2  and  3. 

Hylton  Road  Areas,  Nos.  2  and  3. 

Blackfriars  Areas,  Nos.  1,  2  and  3. 

Demolition  has  unfortunately  been  delayed  owing  to  the 
slowly  operating  statutory  machinery  for  dealing  with  Clear¬ 
ance  Areas,  particularly  when  the  sites  of  such  areas  are  being 
acquired  by  the  Council;  which  in  deciding  to  acquire  most  of 
these  areas,  has  adopted  a  long-sighted  policy,  the  benefits  of 
which  cannot  be  apparent  for  some  time  to  come. 

In  consequence,  there  are  still  standing  in  the  City  many 
dilapidated  properties  still  in  occupation. 

Elsewhere  a  full  analysis  is  given  of  the  slum  clearance  and 
re-housing  programme  to  date,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  no 
fewer  than  1 ,446  houses  have  been  represented,  although  the 
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total  of  inhabited  houses  of  all  types  in  the  City — including 
Council  Houses,  is  only  15,763.  Even  although  this  is  an  old 
walled  City  with  much  consequent  interbuilding  and  bad 
arrangement  of  houses,  the  number  of  houses  to  be  cleared  has 
greatly  exceeded  our  earlier  estimates;  yet  I  do  not  think  a 
single  house  has  been  demolished  that  has  not  more  than 
merited  this  treatment. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  build  16  flats  at 
Severn  Street,  and  these  are  now  occupied.  More  are  to  be 
provided. 

Another  venture  has  been  the  supply  by  the  Council  on  Hire 
Purchase  lines  of  furniture  to  suitable  re-housed  tenants; 
a  scheme  which  so  far  has  met  with  success. 

The  cyanide  disinfestation  of  bug  infested  houses,  initiated 
in  1937  has  been  continued.  The  work  is  done  on  contract  by 
an  experienced  firm  and  no  accidents  have  occurred. 

HOUSING  ACT  1936,  PART  IV.— OVERCROWDING.— The 

large  amount  of  private  enterprise  building  has  tended  to 
reduce  overcrowding.  No  specific  re-housing  programme  for 
overcrowding  has  been  embarked  upon,  but  overcrowding  in 
Council  Houses  has  been  considerably  reduced  by  adjusting 
the  families  to  the  houses  available,  and  by  giving  special 
consideration  to  overcrowding  cases  for  filling  casual  Council 
House  vacancies. 

For  example — Of  20  4-bedroom  houses  available,  15  were 
let  to  persons  living  in  overcrowded  conditions  in  Council 
Houses. 

This  released  15,  3-bedroom  houses  for  slum  clearance 
families — so  that  the  needs  of  30  families  were  thus  met  by  the 
provision  of  15  new  houses. 
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Housing  Statistics. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  .  . .  2528 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  3815 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid¬ 
ated  Regulations,  1925  . .  .  .  582 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  582 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  341 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ..  ..  187 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  . .  ,  ,  .  .  133 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  24 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  Nil 

( b )  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  71 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  55 

* 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ..  ..  212 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  124 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  2  ' 

(2)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  to  close 

houses  for  human  occupation  . .  .  .  27 

(3)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

(4)  Reconditioning  schemes  accepted  in  respect  of 

dwelling-houses  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  60 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  I  V — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  .  .  .  .  . .  81 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  .  82 

(iii)  Number  of  Persons  dwelling  therein  . .  338 

(b)  Number  of  New  cases  of  Overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  Overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  .  . .  . .  212 

(ii)  Number  of  Persons  concerned  in  such  cases  1554 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  LocaJ  Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  . .  . .  Nil 
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SECTION  “E” 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

MILK. — In  the  last  9  years  considerable  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  production  and  retailing  of  milk  in  the  City. 
Higher  standards  of  cleanliness  in  milk  distribution  have  been 
set  up,  and  there  is  little  milk  now  sold  that  is  not  bottled — 
much  of  the  bottled  milk  being  pasteurised. 

Pasteurised  milk  only  is  supplied  to  school  children  under 
the  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme.  During  the  year  26,770  gallons 
were  supplied  to  3,058  scholars. 

Unfortunately,  since  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  was  set  up, 
the  local  price  of  summer  milk  has  risen  from  od.  to  7d.,  a 
quart — an  increase  of  40  per  cent;  a  fact  which  is  not  cal¬ 
culated  to  stimulate  the  consumption  by  the  public  of  this 
most  excellent  article  of  diet. 

Every7  encouragement  for  the  production  and  consumption 
of  clean  milk  is  given  by  the  department,  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  a  member  of  the  Local  Milk  Publicity 
Committee. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  the  following 
licences  were  issued:— 


Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

Producer's  and  Bottler’s  Licence  . .  1 

Dealer  and  Bottler’s  Licence  . .  . .  1 

Supplementary  Dealers’  Licences  .  .  . .  2 

Dealers’  Licences  . .  . .  . .  2 


62 


Accredited  Milk. 

Producer’s  Licence  . .  . .  . .  1 

Bottler’s  Licence  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Dealer’s  Licence  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Pasteurised  Milk. 

Producer’s  Licence  . .  . .  . .  3 

Dealer’s  Licence  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Supplementary  Dealer’s  Licence  .  .  . .  1 


Samples  are  taken  at  least  once  a  quarter  for  bacteriological 
examination  from  every  person  to  whom  a  licence  has  been 
granted  for  the  sale  of  designated  milk:  and  at  the  request  of 
the  Worcestershire  County  Council  samples  are  taken  each 
quarter  from  Accredited  Producers  supplying  milk  to  the 
dairyman  in  the  City.  This  arrangement  has  been  carried  out 
for  several  years  and  has  proved  very  satisfactory.  Details 
of  the  results  will  be  found  on  page  63. 

Mention  is  made  in  his  report  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
of  the  prosecution  undertaken  in  connexion  with  what  was 
locally  known  as  the  "bad  egg”  case. 

In  this  case  we  condemned  over  100,000  eggs,  and  prevented 
the  establishment  in  the  City  of  a  most  undesirable  trade.  The 
offender  was  sent  to  prison  for  2  months. 

Interest  was  taken  in  this  case  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
through  its  Food  and  Drugs  representative,  Dr.  Lethem,  who 
gave  helpful  advice,  and  I  would  particularly  commend  the 
activity  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff  in  the 
matter. 

The  following  particulars  regarding  the  inspection  and  super¬ 
vision  of  food  are  submitted  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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The  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  which  were  submitted  for 
analysis  was  55.  The  average  composition  of  the  samples  was: 

Fat  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3.62% 

Non-fatty  solids  . .  . .  . .  8.73% 

and  is  well  above  the  presumptive  standard  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries: — 

Fat  . .  , .  . .  . .  .  .  3.00% 

Non-fatty  solids  . .  . .  .  .  8.50% 

9  of  the  samples  were  reported  to  be  below  this  standard, 
but  the  deficiencies  were  in  connection  with  two  particular 

i. 

supplies  and  the  following  statements  give  the  result  of  the 
analyses  and  the  action  taken. 

Case  1. 

Sample  No.  Where  taken 

40  At  Public  Institution 

41  In  course  of  delivery  to  dairy¬ 

man 

1  Direct  from  cows  (by  Glouces¬ 
tershire  County  Police) 

53  In  course  of  delivery  to  dairy¬ 
man  . .  . .  . .  13.3%  deficient  in  fat. 

57  In  course  of  delivery  to  dairy¬ 
man  . .  .  .  .  .  3.3%  deficient  in  fat. 

58  In  course  of  delivery  to  dairy¬ 
man  . .  . .  .  .  5%  deficient  in  fat. 

All  these  samples  were  obtained  from  a  Tuberculin  Tested 
herd  of  Friesian  Cows  and  as  will  be  seen  from  the  above 


Result. 

15%  deficient  in  fat. 
10%  deficient  in  fat. 
23%  deficient  in  fat. 
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figures  the  cows  were  persistently  giving  milk  below  the  pre¬ 
sumptive  standard  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
The  Dairyman  attended  before  the  Health  Committee  and 
gave  an  assurance  that  he  would  take  immediate  steps  to 
obtain  milk  of  a  proper  standard  and  the  Milk  Marketing 
Board  also  communicated  with  the  farmer  on  the  matter.  The 
Dairyman  eventually  gave  up  the  supply. 

Case  2. 

Sample  No.  Where  Taken  Result. 

55  Open  Air  School  ..  ..16.6%  deficient  in  fat 

59  Open  Air  School  .  .  .  .  21.6%  deficient  in  fat. 

C145  In  course  of  delivery  to  dairy¬ 
man  .  .  . .  .  .  3.3%  deficient  in  fat. 

Cl 46  In  course  of  delivery  to  dairy¬ 
man  . .  . .  . .  15.0%  deficient  in  fat. 

56  Direct  from  cows  .  .  .  .  13.3%  deficient  in  fat. 

On  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  deficiencies  in  this 
case  were  undoubtedly  due  to  the  cows  being  allowed  to  suckle 
their  calves.  The  cows  were  partly  milked  and  the  calves 
were  put  on  to  the  cows  and  had  the  last  of  the  milk  which 
contains  most  of  the  cream.  Milk,  from  a  cow  which  was  suck¬ 
ling  a  calf,  as  put  into  the  bulk  supply  contained  only  0.7 %  fat. 

The  Farmer  and  Dairyman  attended  before  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  and  a  prosecution  was  ordered,  but  later,  in  view  of 
similar  cases  decided  on  Appeal  in  favour  of  the  Farmer 
against  convictions  recorded  by  the  Justices,  summonses  were 
not  taken  out  but  severe  cautions  issued. 

Later  the  Farmer  took  the  calves  off  the  cows  and  the  supply 
was  satisfactory. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. — Two  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  samples  of  milk  were  sent  to  the  City  Analyst  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  for  bacteriological  examinations,  viz.: — 

266  samples  of  designated  milks  for  prescribed  tests, 

23  samples  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  samples  taken,  and  the 
results  of  the  prescribed  tests: 


Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Total. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

26 

4 

30 

Accredited 

176 

14 

190 

Pasteurised 

32 

10 

42 

Undesignated 

2 

2 

4 

236 

30 

266 

When  samples  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory,  the  vendors 
were  cautioned  and  further  samples  taken  until  the  supply  was 
satisfactory.  In  most  cases,  one  warning  is  quite  sufficient  as 
the  dealers  are  anxious  that  the  public  shall  have  a  clean  milk 
supply. 

One  supply  of  pasteurised  milk  to  Schools  was  unsatisfactory 
and  was  stopped.  In  another  case,  where  the  supply  was  not 
satisfactory,  the  dealer  voluntarily  gave  up  supplying  the 
School. 

Of  the  23  samples  examined  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle 
Bacilli,  two  taken  .at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were  found  to 
be  positive.  They  were  from  the  same  herd  and  in  accordance 
with  the  Agricultural  Act,  1938,  were  referred  to  the  Veterin¬ 
ary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
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After  segregation  and  further  sampling,  two  cows  were  sus¬ 
pected  and  on  being  slaughtered  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  advanced  tuberculosis.  2  samples  taken  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  proved  the  herd  free  from  tuberculosis. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926  — At  the  end  of  1938, 

there  were  on  our  registers: — 


Cowkeepers  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  6 

Dairymen  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 

Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  . .  .  .  . .  12 

Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  residing  outside  the 

City  but  who  retail  milk  in  the  City  .  .  29 

Shopkeepers  selling  Bottled  Milk  .  .  .  .  23 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. — -Regular  visits  have  been 
made  to  all  Butchers’  Shops  and  Stalls  also  to  Food  and 
Provision  shops  and  generally  these  premises  were  found  to 
be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Several  shops  have  been  fitted  with  new  fronts,  tiled  walls, 
etc.,  and  so  altered  as  to  bring  them  up  to  modern  require¬ 
ments. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  butchers  on  39  occasions 
immediately  notified  your  officials  when  they  discovered  any 
abnormal  conditions  in  carcases  or  organs  during  the  process 
of  slaughtering  and  it  is  understood  that  no  Butcher  would 
accept  any  carcase  or  meat  that  had  been  slaughtered  outside 
the  City  without  notifying  the  Health  Department. 
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6  notifications  of  slaughter  were  received  during  the  year 
from  Pig  Breeders  who  desired  to  kill  pigs  on  their  own 
premises  and  the  carcases  of  12  pigs  were  inspected. 

All  the  meat  stalls  in  the  City  are  situated  in  a  covered 
Market  and  the  majority  of  meat  on  sale  at  these  stalls  is 
either  imported  or  has  been  killed  and  inspected  at  the  Public 
Abbatoir. 

PRIVATE  SLAUGHTERHOUSES.— At  the  end  of  1938 

there  were  20  registered  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  City. 

All  the  slaughterhouses,  with  one  exception,  are  known  as 
Registered  Private  Slaughterhouses  and  were  in  existence 
when  the  powers  under  Section  127  of  the  Town  Improvement 
Clauses  Act  1847  came  into  operation  in  the  City  in  1858,  and 
consequently  are  not  subject  to  the  licensing  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

The  Slaughterhouses  are  visited  nearly  every  day  when 
slaughtering  operations  are  in  progress  and  very  few  animals 
are  slaughtered  without  being  inspected. 

The  Mutual  Insurance  Scheme  inaugurated  by  the  Worcester 
and  District  Butchers’  Association  to  provide  a  fund  to  com¬ 
pensate  butchers  in  the  case  of  loss  of  animals  bought  in  all 
good  faith  for  human  food  has  worked  very  satisfactorily  and 
official  certificates  are  issued  giving  details  of  animals  con¬ 
demned. 

HUMANE  SLAUGHTERING.— Under  the  Slaughter  of 
Animals  Act,  all  animals  must  be  stunned  before  slaughter 
by  means  of  a  mechanically  operated  instrument,  and  in 
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addition  all  slaughtermen  must  possess  a  Licence  issued  by  the 
Local  Authority  before  they  may  slaughter  or  stun  any  animal. 
Where  electrical  stunning  is  not  employed  the  Cash  Captive 
Bolt  Pistol  is  the  instrument  principally  used.  This  instrument 
complies  with  the  above-mentioned  Act,  and  has  always  proved 
satisfactory. 


PUBLIC  SLAUGHTERHOUSES.— The  following  table  gives 
the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  previous  four  years: — 

To  March  31st. 


1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

Beasts  slaughtered 

2,292 

2,650 

3,236 

2,758 

2,673 

Sheep  ,, 

13,083 

12,415 

16,317 

12,079 

14,279 

Calves  ,, 

935 

757 

717 

594 

705 

Pigs 

4,370 

4,861 

4,759 

4,652 

4,116 

20,860 

20,683 

25,029 

20,083 

21,773 

Amount  received 

for  slaughtering 

£651 

£694 

£811 

£667 

£702 

The  manager,  Mr.  G.  W.  Glendenning,  who  is  a  qualified 
Meat  Inspector,  keeps  the  premises  well  under  control  and 
exercises  supervision  over  the  animals  slaughtered. 

Mr.  Ralph  Taylor,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  attends  the 
slaughterhouses  each  morning,  and  all  animals  and  internal 
organs  are  examined  before  removal  from  the  slaughterhouses 
in  accordance  with  Memo.  62  Foods  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD.— During  the  year,  the  following  food 
has  been  destroyed  as  being  diseased  or  unwholesome: — 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (Estimated) 

4,686 

3,916 

26,883 

7,830 

Number  inspected 

4,639 

3,849 

26,400 

7,790 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .  . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

12 

15 

27 

18 

91 

4 

101 

72 

2.2% 

.49% 

.48% 

1.15% 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .  . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

24 

5 

— 

16 

180 

— 

— 

183 

4.39% 

•  13% 

— 

2.59% 

Meat,  other  than  diseased 

586 

lbs. 

Frozen  Meat 

145 

lbs. 

Fish 

580 

lbs. 

Rabbits 

132 

lbs. 

Tinned  Foods,  Pies,  Poultry,  etc. 

188 

lbs. 

Eggs 

100,000 
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The  total  weight  of  food  condemned  during  the  year  was 
23  tons  16  cwt.  2  qrs.  10  lbs. 

During  the  year  one  important  prosecution  was  undertaken 
in  which  some  rather  startling  evidence  was  given  as  to  supply 

of  liquid  eggs  to  the  Confectionery  Trade. 

* 

It  seemed  that  a  Firm  carrying  on  their  trade  in  premises 
just  outside  the  City  had  entered  into  extensive  contracts 
with  Poultry  Farms  all  over  Great  Britain  for  the  supply  of 
eggs  that  were  “throw-outs”  from  the  incubators  and  were 
regarded  as  unhatchable.  A  consignment  of  some  5,000  eggs 
were  found  deposited  at  a  Grocery  Store  in  the  City  and  these, 
on  examination,  were  found  to  be  almost  without  exception 
totally  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  the  person  on  whose 
premises  the  eggs  were  found  was  sentenced  to  2  months 
imprisonment  without  the  option  of  a  fine.  Some  further 
95,000  eggs  were  condemned  on  a  Justice’s  Order. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928  —The 
total  number  of  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  submitted  to  the 
City  Analyst  during  the  year  was  173,  made  up  as  follows:— 

Taken  in  a  formal  manner. .  . .  . .  98 

Test  samples  . .  . .  75 

Of  the  98  samples  taken  under  the  Act  88  were  certified  as 
genuine  and  10  adulterated;  72  test  samples  were  genuine  and 
3  were  reported  upon  adversely.  These  3  samples  were  of  milk 
taken  from  individual  churns  of  milk  of  which  formal  sample 
No.  41  was  the  bulk — the  details  appear  earlier  in  the  Report. 

The  following  table  gives  comparisons  with  the  three  pre¬ 
vious  years  of  samples  taken,  adulterations,  etc.:— 
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1935  1936  1937  1938 

Formal.  Inf.  Formal.  Inf.  Formal.  Inf.  Formal.  Inf. 

Analysis  100  80  98  84  94  82  98  75 

Adulterated  10  —  2  —  8  1  10  3 

Adulterated 

percent.  ..  10%  —2.04%  —  8.51  %  1.22%  10.2%  4% 

BUTTER. — One  sample  of  butter  was  certified  to  contain 
0.4%  excess  of  moisture.  The  butter  was  bought  under  war¬ 
ranty  by  the  Shopkeeper,  and  as  the  deficiency  was  so  small  a 
•caution  was  issued.  Further  samples  were  taken  at  place  of 
delivery. 

CREAM.— Five  samples  of  Cream  (2  tinned  and  3  fresh) 
were  taken  during  the  year,  and  they  were  all  certified  to  be 
free  from  preservatives. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES,  ETC.  IN  FOOD) 
REGULATIONS.— Included  in  the  173  samples  sent  to  the 
City  Analyst  were  samples  taken  under  the  above  Regulations 
viz.: — 

Pickles . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Jam  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  8 

Sausages  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  REGULATIONS— CONDENSED  MILK 
AND  DRIED  MILK. — Six  samples  of  Condensed  Milk  and  two 
samples  of  Dried  Milk  were  submitted  for  analysis,  and  in 
each  case  the  samples  conformed  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Regulations  and  were  properly  labelled. 

MILK.— Of  the  60  samples  of  milk  taken  during  the  year, 
12  were  reported  against  as  adulterated.  Particulars  of  the 
action  taken  are  detailed  earlier  in  the  Report. 
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1938— SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FOR  ANALYSIS. 


Milk 

Dried  Milk 
Condensed  Milk 
Butter  .  . 

Cheese  . . 

Lard 
Sausage 
Jam 

Margarine 
Boric  Ointment 
Camphorated  Oil 
Eucalyptus  Oil 
Tincture  of  Iodine 
Ammoniated  Tincture  of  Quinine 
Zinc  Ointment 
Bread  . . 

Rice 
Vinegar 
Tinned  Cream 
Cream  (Fresh) 

Paste,  Fish 
Self-raising  Flour 
Plain  Flour 
Pickles  .  . 

Confectioner}/ 

Brandy 
Whisky  . . 

Beer 
Coffee 
Ginger  . . 


Under  Act.  Test. 
55 


19 

2 

6 

5 

1 

2 


1 

3 

1 


2 

1 


6 

2 

4 

3 

7 

2 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

4 
9 


7 

9 


9 


9 


9 


98  75 


IQ  <N 
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FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926.— 

During  the  year  the  following  samples  have  been  taken  from 
various  corn  and  seed  merchants  in  the  City: — 


Fertilisers: — 

Hop  Manure  . .  . .  . .  1 

Carbonate  of  Lime  . .  . .  1 

Bone  Meal  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Basic  Slag  . .  . .  . .  1 

‘'Garden  Fertilizer’"  .  .  . .  1 

5  samples. 


Feeding  Stuffs: 

Broad  Bran  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Flaked  Maize  . .  . .  . .  1 

Sow  and  Weaners  Meal  .  .  . .  1 

Feeding  Cobs  . .  . .  .  .  2 

Cotton  Cake  . .  . .  . .  1 

Linseed  Oil  . .  . .  . .  1 

7  samples. 


In  each  case  the  samples  were  certified  by  the  Analyst  to 
be  up  to  the  standard  mentioned  on  the  statutory  statement 
given  on  the  article  or  posted  in  the  shop  or  warehouse. 
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Rat  Campaign. 


4 th  January,  1938. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee . 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  once  again  of  placing  before  you  the 
Report  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
of  the  work  carried  out  in  regard  to  the  destruction  of  rats  in 
the  City  by  the  Health  Department  during  1938. 

During  the  year,  13,882  rats  were  brought  to  the  Health 
Department  and  4d.  was  paid  for  each  one.  This  has  been  our 
custom  for  many  years  and  it  is  only  one  of  the  methods 
employed  to  assist  occupiers  of  premises  to  exterminate  the 
pest.  During  the  year  the  Department  has  assisted  in  other 
ways,  by  using  ferrets  and  dogs,  supplying  Dak  Lime,  Poisons 
and  loaning  cages.  The  poison  supplied  is  a  proprietary  brand 
of  paste  containing  Thallium  Sulphate.  The  makers  supply 
instructions  in  each  packet  and  a  copy  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries’  Advisory  Leaflet  No.  49  is  given. 
Approximately  150  packets  have  been  issued  during  the  year. 
It  is  very  effective  and  no  complaints  have  been  received  of  its 
misuse.  Cages  are  loaned  for  a  certain  period  to  any  person  on 
payment  of  a  deposit  of  1  /-. 

There  was  not  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints 
and  requests  for  advice,  cages  and  poisons  during  National  Rat 
Week  as  compared  with  other  weeks,  because,  as  is  well  known, 
the  Corporation  endeavour  to  wage  a  continuous  war  all  the 
year  round,  which  has  advantages  over  a  concentrated  effort 
during  one  week.  Sewers  are  baited  at  intervals  by  the 
Department. 
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There  have  been  only  a  few  serious  new  infestations  brought 
to  our  notice  during  the  year. 

Early  in  the  year  serious  complaints  were  received  regarding 
a  district  at  Barbourne  being  infested  and  upon  investigations 
it  was  found  that  the  rats  were  gaining  access  from  the  storm 
water  sewer  to  the  foul  water  sewer.  The  sewer  was  a  private 
one  and  the  owner  carried  out  certain  works  and  no  further 
complaints  have  been  received. 

Another  complaint  received  was  of  rats  infesting  a  living- 
room,  investigation  revealed  that  some  old  field  pipes  running 
under  the  house  were  connected  direct  to  the  main  sewer.  The 
drainage  system  was  put  into  order  and  no  further  complaints 
have  been  received. 

These  illustrations  show  the  importance  of  co-operation 
between  Owners  and  the  Corporation  when  dealing  with  this 
menace.  The  Department  is  ready  and  willing  at  all  times  to 
test  drains  and  give  advice  as  to  the  best  methods  of  destroying 
rats. 

The  number  of  rats  brought  to  the  Department  during 
National  Rat  Week  did  not  prove  a  record  this  year,  480  rats 
being  brought  in  compared  with  754  last  year,  although 
posters  were  exhibited  and  Public  Notices  inserted  in  the 
Press. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  annual  total  of  rats 
received  since  1934: — 


1934 

12,734 


1935 

12,429 


1936 

12,961 


1937 

15,940 


1938 

13,882 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  figures  for  1938  were  somewhat 
lower  than  those  for  1937,  but  they  are  an  increase  over  all 
previous  years.  This  shows  that  the  interest  of  citizens  is  not 
flagging,  but  rather  increasing.  Approximately  £250  have  been 
spent  by  the  Corporation  during  the  year,  and  upon  reflection 
it  will  be  seen  that  this  is  a  small  cost  to  the  ratepayers  com¬ 
pared  with  the  cost  of  food  and  damage  that  these  rats,  and 
their  descendants,  would  have  done  if  they  had  lived. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  you  to  continue  the 
policy  of  paying  a  premium  per  rat.  I  am  convinced  that  if  our 
present  campaign  were  to  cease,  the  rat  menace  would  be  a 
serious  problem. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

RALPH  TAYLOR, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

1 5th  February,  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Canal  Boats  Acts. 

As  in  former  years,  I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  the 
Annual  Report  required  by  Section  3  of  the  Canal  Boats  Act, 
1884,  as  to  steps  taken  by  your  Authority  to  give  effect  to  the 
Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877  and  1884,  and  the  various  regulations 
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made  thereunder.  The  various  locks  and  waterways  have  from 
time  to  time  been  visited  and  29  boats  were  met  with,  9  of 
which  were  motor  driven. 

The  conditions  of  the  boats,  with  the  exception  of  the  5 
mentioned  later,  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  quite  up  to 
the  standard  of  former  years.  70%  of  the  boats  inspected  were 
of  good  class  and  belonged  to  a  large  Carrying  Company  who 
pay  strict  attention  to  their  boats  and  endeavour  to  keep  them 
in  conformity  with  the  Acts  and  Regulations.  The  following 
list  shows  the  nature  of  the  5  infringements  which  were  dis¬ 
covered: — 


Boats  requiring  repairs  . .  . .  . .  2 

Boats  not  properly  marked  .  .  .  .  2 

Boats  overcrowded  .  .  . .  . .  1 

The  usual  complaint  notes  to  the  Owners  had  the  desired 
effect  of  remedying  the  defects. 

During  the  year  10  women,  5  children  between  5  and  12 
years  of  age  and  3  children  under  5  years  of  age  were  found  on 
board  the  boats.  Children  of  school  age  are  generally  only 
brought  on  the  boats  during  school  holidays  and  the  only  case 
of  overcrowding  discovered  was  when  the  parents,  during 
the  school  holidays,  brought  an  extra  boy  on  the  trip. 

0 

There  were  125  boats  on  our  Register  at  the  end  of  1938,  and 
of  this  number  I  believe  44  to  be  in  use  or  available  for  use,  and 
81  which  have  not  been  heard  of  for  some  years,  and  are  there¬ 
fore  presumed  to  be  untraceable.  If  owners  had  to  obtain  a 
renewal  licence  say  every  3  or  5  years,  more  accurate  informa¬ 
tion  would  be  available  as  to  the  number  of  boats  in  use  as 
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dwellings,  but  from  careful  inquiries  which  I  have  made,  all 
Masters  of  boats  passing  through  Worcester  have  homes 
other  than  the  boats. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

RALPH  TAYLOR, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SECTION  “F” 

Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases. 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  are  tabulated  below:— 

Cases  notified. 


Scarlet  Fever  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  394 

Diphtheria  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  59 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . .  . .  . .  19 

Erysipelas  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  17 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  « .  . .  6 

Typhoid  Fever  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  4 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  .  .  . .  53 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  .  .  . .  6 

Malaria  . .  . .  . .  .  .  1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  . .  .  .  1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  .  .  . .  .  .  2 

Infantile  Paralysis  . .  . .  . .  1 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum  . .  . .  .  .  2 
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The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Diphtheria  among  school  children  in  elementary  schools. 


Incidence  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever.  . 


School. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Total. 

British 

— 

3 

3 

Cherry  Orchard 

— 

29 

29 

Comer  Gardens 

— 

1 

1 

Holy  Trinity . . 

— 

— 

— 

Hounds  Lane 

I 

6 

7 

Red  Hill  . 

— 

3 

3 

Stanley  Road 

— 

27 

27 

Rainbow  Hill 

3 

— 

3 

St.  Clement  . . 

— 

2 

2 

St.  Barnabas 

— 

16 

16 

St.  George,  Games 

— 

8 

8 

St.  George  R.C. 

— 

34 

34 

St.  John 

3 

10 

13 

St.  Martin 

i 

5 

6 

St.  Mary 

— 

2 

2 

St.  Nicholas  .  . 

2 

1 

3 

St.  Paul 

4 

22 

26 

St.  Peter 

— 

16 

16 

St.  Stephen  .  . 

— 

8 

8 

Rose  Hijl 

2 

3 

5 

Gorse  Hill 

3 

41 

44 

Christopher  Whitehead 

— 

— 

— 

Samuel  Southall 

4 

13 

17 

Junior  Commercial  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

23 

250 

273 
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In  addition  to  these  notifiable  infectious  diseases  among 
school  children,  the  following  details  of  other  non-notifiable 
infectious  diseases  among  school  children  were  submitted  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  Head  Teachers. 

Incidence  of  other  Infectious  Diseases. 


Total 

Chicken  Pox  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  141 

Measles  . .  . .  .  .  . .  250 

Mumps  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  116 

Whooping  Cough  . .  . .  .  .  136 

Influenza  . .  . .  . .  .  .  3 


DIPHTHERIA.— The  number  of  diphtheria  cases  notified 
was  59,  and  5  of  these  died  in  hospital,  giving  a  Hospital  case 
mortality  rate  of  7.8%.  Two  patients  died  at  home. 

Almost  all  cases  were  faucial  in  type:  patients  with  laryngeal 
symptoms  being  rare  of  recent  years.  No  Laryngeal  case  died 
or  required  tracheotomy. 

All  seriously  ill  cases  received  intravenous  serum  and  no 
departures  from  established  methods  of  treatment  were  made, 
the  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  antitoxin  to  private  prac¬ 
titioners  were  continued. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  time  that  elapsed  between 
admission  to  hospital  and  death  in  the  5  fatal  cases. 

No.  of  cases. 


Died  on  day  of  admission  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Died  within  1  dav  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

v/ 

Died  within  3  days  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Died  within  14  days  . .  .  .  . .  1 


Total 


5 


81 


Of  these  cases  one  had  been  previously  immunised  and  the 
remaining  4  had  not. 

During  the  year  a  further  409  children  were  fully  immunised 
using  toxoid-antitoxin  mixture. 

Immunisation  was  started  in  the  City  in  1935  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  since  that  date. 

No  anterior  or  posterior  Schick  Testing  is  carried  out 
except  in  the  case  of  Isolation  Hospital  Staff,  all  of  whom  are, 
where  necessary,  protected  against  diphtheria. 

Total  number  of  children  completing  course  of 

three  injections  .  .  .  .  ..  3,179 

Number  of  children  failing  to  complete  the 

course  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  141 

Number  of  children  immunised  by  private 

practitioners  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  23 

Number  of  immunised  children  developing 

attacks  of  diphtheria  ..  ..  ..  17 

SCARLET  FEVER. — The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  was  very 
heavy,  the  disease  reaching  epidemic  proportions  in  the 
autumn  and  winter. 

The  disease  was  of  a  much  more  serious  type  than  has  been 
encountered  in  the  City  for  many  years,  and  was  reminiscent 
of  the  variety  met,  nearly  20  years  ago. 

Sulphanilamide  group  drugs  were  made  use  of  freely  in 
treatment,  but  the  results  were  generally  disappointing. 
Severe  cases  received  serum  and  one  case  admitted  gravely 
ill  succumbed  from  anaphylactic  shock  following  serum  given 
intravenously. 
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The  complication  rate  was  much  higher  than  usual. 

By  co-operation  with  Cinema  Managers  children’s  matinees 
were  discontinued;  special  instructions  were  sent  to  Head 
Teachers,  and  information  and  advice  regarding  the  epidemic 
was  given  in  the  local  press. 

MEASLES. — 22  patients  seriously  ill  with  measles  were 
admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  from  the  City  and  1  from 
the  County.  One  infant  died  from  Broncho  Pneumonia. 
Sulphanilamide  drugs  appeared  to  be  more  valuable  in  treat¬ 
ing  measles  than  scarlet  fever. 

No  scheme  for  the  distribution  of  measles  serum  either  for 
attenuation  or  prevention  has  yet  been  instituted. 

SMALLPOX. — That  white  elephant  the  Smallpox  Hospital 
remained  untenanted  throughout  the  year.  At  the  time  of 
writing  it  is  being  used  to  store  A.R.P.  medical  equipment. 

INFLUENZA. — 6  deaths  from  influenza  were  notified — three 
being  among  elderly  people — no  actual  epidemic  was  recorded. 

TYPHOID  FEVER.— 3  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  notified 
during  the  year,  and  1  of  these  was  found  to  be  suffering  from 
dysentery  contracted  outside  the  City.  Of  the  2  actual  cases 
one  was  a  patient  who  had  just  previously  been  travelling 
extensively,  and  probably  contracted  his  attack  outside  the 
City.  The  second  case  was  his  wife — evidently  infected  by  the 
husband  before  his  admission  to  Hospital.  Both  patients  made 
normal  recoveries  and  no  secondary  cases  occurred. 

CLEANSING  AND  DISINFECTION.— During  the  year  the 
following  disinfection  steps  were  carried  out;  bedding  being 
taken  to  the  hospital  with  the  patient  in  a  special  compart- 
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ment  of  the  ambulance  and  disinfected  in  the  new  Thresh 
disinfector. 

703  rooms  disinfected  and  623  lots  of  bedding  stoved  after 
cases  of  infectious  disease. 

14  houses  or  35  rooms  were  fumigated  in  connection  with 
disinfestation. 

CITY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. — During  the  year  agreements 
were  signed  with  the  Martley  and  Tenbury  Rural  District 
Councils  whereby  8  beds  are  always  available  to  these  authori¬ 
ties  on  request. 

The  Council  have  approved  a  scheme  for  the  provision  of 
additional  isolation  accommodation  and  a  cubicle  block  con¬ 
taining  20  beds  and  an  operating  theatre  is  to  be  erected. 

Although  the  nursing  staff  was  increased  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  2  extra  probationers  in  order  to  reduce  the  working 
hours,  there  was  considerable  sickness  among  nursing  and 
domestic  staff,  probably  connected  with  the  additional  work 
thrown  upon  them  by  the  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever;  and  sub¬ 
stitute  nurses  were  difficult  to  obtain.  Fortunately  the  Matron 
herself  did  not  join  the  sick-list  and  I  would  wish  to  record  my 
appreciation  of  her  devotion  to  duty  during  a  very  trying  year. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  scarlet  fever  cases  over¬ 
taxed  the  hospital  accommodation  and  it  became  necessary 
to  transfer  patients  to  the  Bromsgrove  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  minimum  number  of  patients  (including  tuberculosis 
cases)  in  the  hospital  at  an}/  time  was  57,  and  the  maximum 
135,  the  average  being  80. 

Particulars  of  all  admissions  and  discharges  are  shown  in 
the  table  attached. 


84 


h 


PH 

cn 

O 

E 

Z 

o 

HH 

< 

O 
c n 


h 

HH 

U 


oo 

co 

05 


p; 

< 

w 

w 

m 

H 

« 

o 

fe 


Pi 

< 

X 

O 

c/5 

t— 4 

Q 

Q 

£ 

< 

c/5 

£ 

o 

t-H 

CD 

CD 

t— i 
§ 
Q 

< 


Total 

Patients 

In 

1-1-39 

CO  kO  T-H  1  1  1  1  Jg 

LO  '•'h 

98 

County  Patients. 

05 

CO 

C  1 

t-H  t-H 

1 

t-H 

II  till  1  I> 

Died 

1938 

(M  T-H  1  1  1  1  1  | 

CO 

Disch. 

3  938 

00  lO  1  t-h  |  |  |  ^ 

35 

Adm. 

1938 

20 

4 

1 

9 

CO 

00 

CO 

C  1 

t-H  1—1 

1 

T-H 

-1  CM  1  1  1  1  1  05 

T-1 

t-h 

City  Patients. 

05 

CO 

C  1 

1— H  t-H 

1 

rH 

56 

5 

1 

29 

T-h 

Died 

1938 

5 

5 

1 

16 

LZ 

\ 

Disch. 

1938 

307 

58 

3 

25 

1 

1 

21 

64 

480 

Adm. 

1938 

361 

64 

3 

22 

1 

1 

20 

80 

CM 

UO 

LO 

oo 

CO 

G  1 

HH  t-H 

1 

t-H 

7 

4 

1 

4 

1 

29 

46 

Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

Diphtheria 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

Measles 

Mumps 

Meningitis 

Whooping 

Cough 

Tuberculosis 

(all  forms)  .  . 
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CANCER. — No  special  facilities  for  the  early  detection  and 
treatment  of  Cancer  have  yet  been  provided  by  the  Council. 
Cases  are  treated  at  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary,  where 
radium  is  made  available,  being  obtained  from  Birmingham, 
where  patients  go  for  Deep  X-ray  therapy. 

Many  terminal  cases  die  in  the  Municipal  Homes  Hospital. 
Cancer  deaths  totalled  112,  giving  a  percentage  of  total  deaths 
of  16.1  and  a  percentage  of  the  total  population  of  .21,  the 
highest  figure  recorded  during  the  past  12  years. 

The  following  table  analyses  the  Cancer  deaths  into  sites  of 
the  body  affected  and  age  groups. 


Cancer. 

e. 

Under 

25 

25- 

Age  Groups. 

45-  65- 

85- 

Stomach 

. .  — 

1 

7 

9 

— 

Bladder 

. .  — 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Uterus 

. .  — 

— 

4 

1 

— 

Breast 

. .  — 

3 

8 

2 

— 

Pancreas 

. .  — 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Colon 

1 

2 

3 

13 

— 

Bowels 

. .  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Rectum 

c  • 

v  — 

7 

6 

— 

Nasopharynx 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Prostrate 

.  .  — 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Lung 

.  .  — 

— 

6 

1 

— 

Gall  Bladder 

.  .  — 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Brain 

•  • 

— 

1 

— 

Oesophagus 

.  .  — 

— 

2 

4 

— 

Ileum 

.  .  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Larynx 

.  .  — 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Bronchus 

Ear 

Ventriculi 

Ovary 

Liver 

Mouth 


Lip  .  .  . .  -  -  -  1 

Vulva  . .  -  --  -  1 

Mediastinum  . .  -  -  -  1 

Arm  . .  . .  1  -  -  - 

Face . .  . .  . .  -  -  1 

Tongue  . .  . .  -  -  -  1 

Undefined  . .  . .  -  -  -  1 


3  8  43  57  1 

Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  112 


1 

1 

1  -  1 

1 

_  _  9 


The  larger  number  of  cancer  deaths  is,  I  think,  due  to  the 
altering  character  of  the  population  of  the  City;  which  is  much 
favoured  as  a  place  for  retirement,  rather  than  to  a  true  in¬ 
crease  in  the  incidence  of  cancer. 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  largest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in 
the  age  groups  65-85;  the  age  group  45-65,  following  closely 
with  43  deaths. 


Cancer  of  the  Colon  was  responsible  for  18  deaths,  of  the 
stomach  for  17  deaths,  and  of  the  breast  for  13  deaths. 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  cancer  deaths  among  City 
residents  are  set  out  below. 
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Percentage 

Percentage 

of  total 

of  total 

Year. 

Deaths. 

deaths. 

Population. 

1928 

103 

12.7 

.196 

1929 

88 

12.9 

.167 

1930 

70 

11.5 

.133 

1931 

85 

12.1 

.167 

1932 

85 

11.8 

.163 

1933 

87 

12.5 

.166 

1934 

92 

12.0 

.175 

1935 

94 

13.0 

.178 

1936 

99 

13.5 

.187 

1937 

101 

13.5 

.192 

1938 

112 

16.1 

.21 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS.— The  City  is  fortunate  in 
having  a  special  Eye  Hospital.  Here  the  Council  provides  for 
the  free  treatment  of  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  and  0 
such  cases  were  referred  during  the  year  without  subsequent 
serious  impairment  of  vision.  Here  too,  is  held  an  Orthoptic 
Clinic,  subsidised  by  the  Council,  for  the  treatment  of  squint 
by  fusion-training. 

The  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  Blind  Persons  Act 
Register  was  99  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Tuberculosis, 

NOTIFICATION. — 84  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  all  forms  were 
notified,  and  6  additional  cases  came  to  the  notice  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  without  previous  notification.  Of 
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these  4  were  transfers  from  other  areas,  1  was  from  the  local 
Registrar’s  returns,  and  1  from  the  Registrar-General’s 
returns. 

I  regret  to  report  that  in  many  instances  notification  was 
received  only  at  a  late  stage  of  the  disease;  an  important  con¬ 
tributory  factor  in  the  increased  death-rate  from  phthisis. 
No  fewer  than  16  deaths  occurred  within  6  months  of  notifica¬ 
tion.  A  valuable  curative  procedure  in  phthisis  is  artificial 
pneumothorax — a  collapse  of  the  diseased  lung.  This  is  most 
profitable  only  in  the  early  cases  when  the  disease  is  confined 
to  one  lung,  but  it  is  rare  to  get  a  case  suitable  for  this  pro¬ 
cedure. 

Despite  all  past  anti-tuberculosis  publicity,  many  people 
are  still  reluctant  to  seek  advice  regarding  chest  conditions 
lest  the}^  have  their  worst  fears  regarding  consumption  con¬ 
firmed.  Many  who  would  willingly  undertake  sanatorium 
treatment  are  deterred  from  so  doing  because  their  admission 
to  a  sanatorium  reduces  their  family  to  relative  poverty. 

The  sick  benefit  they  receive — and  there  seem  often  to  be 
administrative  difficulties  in  the  way  of  early  payment  of  this 
benefit  to  relations — is  miserably  small,  and  they  are  reluctant 
to  seek  public  assistance. 

If  it  is  true  that  the  development  of  consumption  is  often 
closely  related  to  economic  circumstances,  the  same  can  be  said 
of  its  cure;  for  as  things  are  at  present  poor  people  cannot 
afford  to  have  consumption:. 

Full  economic  security  and  the  establishment  of  the  colony 
system — as  instanced  by  Papworth — on  national  lines  would 
do  much  to  reduce  tuberculosis  mortality. 
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DEATHS. — Of  the  51  deaths  recorded,  49  were  due  to, 
phthisis — or  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs — giving  a  death  rate  of 
.9  compared  with  .848  last  year.  In  2  of  the  deaths,  tuber¬ 
culosis  had  not  been  notified  during  life. 


OCCUPATIONAL  MORTALITY  is  indicated  in  the  table 
below. 


Males.  Females. 


Printer’s  Traveller 

1 

Housewives 

12 

Railway  Guard 

1 

Spinsters 

2 

Glove  Cutter 

1 

Tailoress 

1 

Plumber 

1 

Children 

3 

Carriage  cleaner 

1 

Clerk 

1 

Clerks 

2 

Dressmakers 

2 

Children 

2 

China  Painter 

1 

Gardener 

1 

Cashier 

1 

No  occupation 

1 

Laundry  hand 

1 

Labourers 

4 

Packer 

1 

Baker 

1 

Cook 

1 

Vanman 

1 

Machinist  . . 

1 

Leather  staker 

1 

Omnibus  conductor 

1 

Engineers 

2 

Sign  Writer.. 

1 

Chauffeur  . . 

1 

Press  Operator 

1 

24  27 


EXTENT  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. — The  number  of  persons 
remaining  on  the  notification  register  was  356 — an  increase 
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of  10  upon  1937.  In  many  of  these  the  disease  is  either  arrested 
or  quiescent,  and  they  attend  the  Dispensary  at  infrequent 
periods  for  observation  purposes. 

TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY.— The  work  at  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Dispensary  is  summarised  in  the  tables  at  the  end 
of  this  Section.  Any  special  treatment  is  carried  out  at  the 
Sanatorium,  and  X-ray  of  patients  and  contacts  at  the 
Worcester  Royal  Infirmary,  where  the  Dispensary  Medical 
Officer  attends  for  the  screenings. 

VISITING. — One  whole  time  Nurse  is  employed  and  deals 
with  Dispensary  Clinics,  visiting  of  patients,  and  after-care 
work.  During  the  year  she  paid  3,432  visits  to  patients’  homes. 
The  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer  paid  55  visits  to  patients 
for  purposes  of  diagnosis  or  supervision. 

ARTIFICIAL  PNEUMOTHORAX.— Collapse  therapy  is 
initiated  at  the  Sanatorium,  and  continued  there  on  the 
patient’s  discharge;  X-ray  control  being  carried  out  at  the 
Royal  Infirmary.  During  the  year  this  form  of  treatment  was 
given  to  7  patients,  who  made  155  attendances. 

APPLIANCES. — Special  splints  for  use  by  out-patients  were 
supplied  to  10  surgical  cases. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936  (Section  172(1)  ).— No  patient 
was  compulsorily  removed  to  hospital  under  this  Section. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS  1925. — No  patient  was  compulsorily  removed 
to  hospital  under  this  Section. 
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SANATORIUM  TREATMENT. — Sixty-three  pulmonary 
cases  and  7  non-pulmonary  cases  were  admitted  to  the  tuber¬ 
culosis  wards  of  the  City  Isolation  Hospital, 

Ten  cases  were  admitted  for  observation,  and  9  non- 
pulmonary  County  patients  were  also  treated. 

Thirteen  patients  were  admitted  to  the  8  beds  reserved  for 
City  cases  at  Knightwick  Sanatorium. 

46  beds  are  provided  at  the  Newtown  Sanatorium  and  8 
beds  at  the  Knightwick  Sanatorium.  In  addition  to  pneumo¬ 
thorax  treatment,  use  is  made  in  certain  cases  of  Gold  injec¬ 
tions — Sanocrysin  being  given  intravenously. 

At  no  time  during  the  year  was  there  an  appreciable  waiting 
list — and  on  occasions  some  of  the  8  beds  reserved  at  Knight¬ 
wick  Sanatorium  were  loaned  to  the  County  Council  as  no 
City  patients  were  available  to  occupy  them. 

Statistics  of  sanatorium  treatment  are  tabulated  at  the  end 
of  this  Section. 

TUBERCULOSIS  AFTER-CARE  COMMITTEE.— The 

executive  work  of  this  Committee  is  mainly  carried  out  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  Assistant,  the  Tuberculosis 
Nurse  and  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Health  Department,  who  acts 
as  Honorary  Secretary  to  the  After-Care  Committee,  and 
from  whose  annual  report  the  following  items  have  been 
extracted. 

PROVISION  OF  NOURISHMENTS.— During  the  year  the 
following  nourishments  have  been  provided  to  patients  either 
after  discharge  from  sanatoria,  or  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer,  the  patients  themselves  or  their  depen¬ 
dants  have  been  found  to  be  under-nourished: — 
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Milk:  4,420  pints  given  to  27  patients  at  a  distribution 
of  one  pint  per  day  (compared  with  3,856 
pints  for  the  previous  year). 

Butter:  216  lbs.  distributed  to  8  patients  at  a  rate  of 
1  lb.  per  week  (compared  with  173  lbs.  for 
the  previous  year). 

Eggs:  1,575  eggs  have  been  distributed  to  9  patients  at 
the  rate  of  7  eggs  per  week  (compared  with 
1,141  during  1937-38). 

Clothing: 

During  the  past  year  387  articles  of  clothing  have 
been  given  to  patients  or  their  dependents,  and 
during  the  past  six  years  a  total  of  2,747  garments 
have  been  distributed.  During  the  past  year  the 
sum  of  £28  14s.  5d.  has  been  expended  upon  ready¬ 
made  garments  or  clothing  material,  and  the 
material  purchased  has  been  made  into  wearing 
apparel  by  lady  members  of  the  Committee  and 
by  outside  organisations.  To  all  these  helpers  the 
Committee  express  their  thanks.  In  addition,  both 
new  and  second-'hand  articles  of  clothing  have 
been  received  from  various  sources  and  distributed 
to  those  in  need. 

Convalescence: 

Arrangements  have  again  been  entered  into  with  the 
Hahnemann  Convalescent  Home,  Bournemouth, 
to  accept  as  in-patients  at  a  reduced  maintenance 
charge  any  cases  specially  recommended  by  this 
Committee  who  are  in  a  poor  state  of  health  but  not 
actually  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  During  the 
year  one  female  patient  was  sent  to  this  Home  for 
a  three  weeks  course  of  treatment,  her  maintenance 
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charges  and  railway  fare  being  defrayed.  Preven¬ 
tive  work  such  as  this  is  important,  as  sending  a 
person  away  for  a  course  of  convalescent  home 
treatment  following  a  debilitating  illness  may 
prevent  a  Positive  case  being  notified. 

Home  Life: 

The  City  Council’s  Housing  Committee  have  at  all 
times  given  special  consideration  to  the  re-housing 
of  families  specially  recommended  by  this  Com¬ 
mittee.  During  the  past  few  years  over  100  such- 
families  have  been  removed  from  congested  areas 
and  moved  into  Council  Houses. 

Christmas  Seal  Sale: 

Your  Committee  decided  again  to  participate  in  the 
Christmas  Seal  Sale  which  is  organised  annually  by 
the  National  Association  for  the  Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis.  Between  600  and  700  circulars  were 
sent  out  to  tradesmen  and  others  in  the  City,  and  a 
Sound  Film  advertising  the  Sale  was  shown  by  the 
courtesy  of  one  of  our  local  Cinemas.  After  pay¬ 
ment  of  all  expenses,  the  sum  of  £31  0s.  4d.  was 
handed  over  to  our  Hon.  Treasurer,  compared 
with  £19  19s.  Id.  a  year  ago.  Our  thanks  are  due 
to  all  those  who  assisted  in  selling  the  seals. 

Annual  Dance: 

Unfortunately,  it  was  not  possible  for  the  Matron 
and  Staff  of  the  City  Isolation  Hospital  to  carry  out 
the  catering  arrangements  as  in  former  years,  with 
the  consequence  that  the  nett  surplus  handed 
over  to  the  Hon.  Treasurer  (£7  8s.  2d.)  was  very 
much  smaller  than  it  has  been  hitherto. 
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Table  1. 

TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEME. 


Return  showing  the  Work  of  the  Dispensary  (or  Dispensaries)  during  the  year  1938: 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

Diagnosis. 

Adults. 

Children. 

Adults. 

Children. 

Adults. 

Children. 

s| 

^  r° 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

OH' 

A. — New  Cases  ex¬ 
amined  during  the 
year  (excluding 

contacts) : — 

(a)  Definitely 
Tuberculous  .  . 

29 

29 

2 

3 

2 

3 

5 

31 

32 

7 

3 

73 

(b)  Diagnosis  not 
completed 

12 

_____ 

1 

13 

(c)  Non-Tubercu- 
lous 

8 

15 

14 

5 

42 

B. — Contacts  ex¬ 

amined  during  the 
year : — 

(a)  Definitely 
Tuberculous  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

(b)  Diagnosis  not 
completed 

5 

1 

2 

1 

9 

(c)  Non-Tubercu- 
lous 

7 

15 

14 

13 

49 

C. — Cases  written 

off  the  Dispensary 
Register  as : — 

(a)  Recovered  .  . 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

2 

4 

4 

2 

3 

13 

( b )  Non-Tubercu- 
lous  (including 
any  such  cases 
previously  diag¬ 
nosed  &  entered 
on  the  Dispen¬ 
sary  Register  as 
Tuberculous)  .  . 

16 

33 

32 

20 

101 

D. — N  UMBER  OF 
Cases  on  Dispen¬ 
sary  Register  on 
December  31st : — 
(a)  Definitely 
Tuberculous  .  . 

109 

105 

6 

1 

12 

35 

17 

14 

121 

140 

23 

15 

299 

(b)  Diagnosis  not 
completed 

5 

12 

2 

2 

21 

95 


1.  Number  of  cases  on  Dispensary  Register  on 

1st  January  ...  ...  ...  ...  310 

2.  Number  of  cases  transferred  from  other  areas  and 

cases  returned  after  discharge  under  Head  3  in 
previous  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

3.  Number  of  cases  transferred  to  other  areas,  cases 

not  desiring  further  assistance  under  the  tuber¬ 
culosis  scheme,  and  cases  “lost  sight  of”  ...  19 

4.  Cases  written  off  during  the  year  as  Dead  (all  causes)  47 

5.  Number  of  attendances  at  the  dispensary  (includ¬ 

ing  Contacts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,052 

6.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  under  Domiciliary 

Treatment  on  31st  December  ...  ...  13 

7.  Number  of  consultations  with  medical  prac¬ 

titioners: — 

(a)  Personal  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

( b )  Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

8.  Number  of  visits  by  Tuberculosis  Officers  to  homes 

(including  personal  consultations)  ...  ...  55 

9.  Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors  to 

homes  for  Dispensary  purposes  ...  ...  3,432 

10.  Number  of: — 

(a)  Specimens  of  sputum,  etc.,  examined  ...  195 

(b)  X-ray  examinations  made  ...  ...  117 

in  connexion  with  Dispensary  work. 

11.  Number  of  “Recovered”  cases  restored  to  Dispen¬ 

sary  Register,  and  included  in  A  (a)  and  A  (b) 
above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

12.  Number  of  “T.B.  plus”  cases  on  Dispensary 

Register  on  31st  December  ...  ...  ...  107 
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Extract  from  Circular  939,  dated  13 th  December,  1928  ( adapted 

to  relate  to  the  year  1938). 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 
Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  all  deaths  from 


the  disease  in  the  Area  during  1938. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  .  . 

1  .  . 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5  .  . 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

10  .  . 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15  .  . 

4 

8 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

20  .  . 

3 

10 

1 

1 

1 

8 

— 

— 

25  .  . 

6 

3 

— 

— 

4 

6 

— 

— 

35  .  . 

8 

4 

— 

—  ' 

7 

3 

— 

— 

45  .. 

8 

2 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

55  .  . 

5 

2 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

_ 

65  &  upwards 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

Total .  . 

38 

32 

8 

7 

23 

26 

1 

1 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930. 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonarv. 

j 

Total 

Cases. 

Number  of  cases 
remaining  31st 
Dec.,  1938  .  . 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

137 

120 

257 

36 

63 

99 

356 

Number  of  cases 
removed  by 
reason  inter 
alia  of : — 

1 .  Withdrawal 
of  notification 

2.  Recovery 
from  disease 

1 

1 

4 

6 

10 

11 

3.  Death 

19 

26 

45 

5 

1 

6 

51 

4.  Otherwise 

8 

4 

12 

2 

2 

4 

16 

97 
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(D)  Return  showing  the  extent  of  Residential  Treatment  and  Observation  during  the  year  in 
Institutions  (other  than  Poor-Law  Institutions)  approved  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 
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(E)  Return  showing  the  extent  of  Residential  Treatment  Provided  during  the  year  in  Poor-Law 
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(F)  Return  showing  the  Results  of  Observation  of  doubtfully  Tuberculous  Cases  discharged  during 
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Totals. 
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(G)  Return  showing  the  Immediate  Results  of  Treatment  of  Definitely 
Tuberculous  Patients  Discharged  during  the  year  from  Institutions 

APPROVED  FOR  THE  TREATMENT  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. — Mr.  Mark  Bates,  F.R.C.S.,  con¬ 
tinues  to  act  as  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  of  the  joint  City  and 
County  Clinic  at  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 

The  new  out-patient  department  opened  last  year  functions 
satisfactorily;  the  in-patient  accommodation  is  frankly  poor, 
and  sooner  or  later  will  have  to  be  replaced.  I  regret  to  report 
the  death  during  the  3^ear  of  the  Clinic  Orderly,  Mr.  Devereux, 
who  had  proved  a  most  conscientious  and  efficient  Officer. 

The  work  done  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year  is  tabulated 
below — the  increase  of  new  cases  dealt  with  for  the  first  time 
is  somewhat  disturbing. 


Number  of  City  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year 
for  the  first  time  and  found  to  be  suffering 
from: — 


Syphilis  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  31 

► 

Gonorrhoea..  ..  ..  ..  76 

Soft  Chancre  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal  . .  68 

Total  . .  .  .  .  .  175 


Total  number  of  attendances  of  all  City 

patients  . .  .  .  . .  . .  5,674 

Aggregate  number  of  “in-patient”  days  of  all 

City  patients  . .  . .  . .  506 
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Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

ASCERTAINMENT.— Excluding  defectives  whose  care  de¬ 
volves  upon  the  Education  Committee,  there  were  at  the  end 
of  the  year  the  following  defectives  known  to  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Act  Committee. 

In  Institutions  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  50 

On  licence  from  Institutions  . .  . .  1 

Under  guardianship  . .  .  .  . .  14 

On  licence  from  guardianship  . .  . .  1 

Under  statutory  supervision  (of  whom  await¬ 
ing  removal  to  an  Institution — 3)  . .  37 

Mental  Defectives  in  receipt  of  poor  law  relief: 

(a)  Institutional  . .  . .  . .  1 

(b)  Other  cases  . .  . .  . .  6 

(c)  Receiving  out  door  relief  . .  . .  5 

Reported  to  the  Local  Authority  by  any  re¬ 
liable  source  but  no  action  taken  . .  . .  — 

Children  between  the  ages  of  14  and  16  years  12 

All  other  known  cases  (of  whom  59  are  under 

voluntary  supervision)  ..  ..  ..  78 

Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  205 

No  changes  took  place  in  the  local  arrangements  for  dealing 
with  mental  defectives. 

A  site  for  the  proposed  Midland  Joint  Board  has  now  been 
secured  and  it  is  hoped  to  begin  building  in  1940. 
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Vacancies  for  medium  and  high  grade  defectives  are  more 
easily  found,  but  there  is  still  considerable  difficulty  in  placing 
the  low  grade  feeble-minded,  the  imbeciles  and  the  idiots; 
whose  care  is  tending  to  be  increasingly  thrown  upon  the  local 
authority.  The  work  involved  in  dealing  with  these  persons 
and  the  cost  of  their  maintenance  in  Institutions  is  out  of  all 
proportion  to  their  importance  to  the  State,  and  for  the  hope¬ 
less  idiots  some  form  of  legalised  euthanasia  would  seem  not 
without  justification. 

MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACT.— Very  little  use  is  made  of 
the  Clinic  facilities  available  under  this  Act.  Dr.  Fenton 
reports  that  during  the  year  he  held  15  sessions.  Six  male  and 
eight  female  patients  attended,  ten  of  whom  were  admitted 
to  Powick  Mental  Hospital  for  treatment. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS’  SUPER¬ 
ANNUATION  ACT.— The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  Examin¬ 
ing  Officer  under  this  Act,  medically  examined  55  candidates; 
49  were  passed  fit  at  once;  and  2  after  reference  for  X-ray 
examination  and  special  laboratory  tests;  4  candidates  were 
rejected. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  PROPAGANDA.— The  Health  Publicity 
posters  of  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  are  dis¬ 
played  on  the  Health  Committee’s  poster  boards  and  changed 
each  month. 

2  000  copies  of  Better  Health  are  circulated  in  the  City 
monthly. 

The  Health  Department  participated  in  the  National  Health 
Publicity  Campaign  and  collaborated  with  the  County  in  a 
large  public  meeting,  addressed  by  the  then  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Minister  of  Health. 
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PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT.— Licences  granted  by  the 
Watch  Committee  became  renewable  on  30th  April,  and  36 
licences  for  1938-39  were  issued. 

EXAMINATION  OF  PLANS. — All  plans  are  passed  to  the 
Health  Department  for  scrutiny  in  regard  to  sanitation  and 
hygiene  before  submission  to  the  Plans  Sub-Committee. 

During  the  year  246  plans  were  scrutinised  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  appro¬ 
priate  reports  submitted. 

AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. — Although  no  report  on  A.R.P. 
is  asked  for  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  I  feel  it  is  desirable  that 
the  Council  and  the  Public  should  have  some  knowledge  of  what 
is  being  done  in  the  Health  Department  in  this  connection; 
as  A.R.P.  is  now  absorbing  a  large  part  of  the  time  of  the 
Department,  and  looks  like  becoming  a  permanent  feature. 

AID  POSTS. — The  City  has  been  provided  with  3  Aid  Posts 
at  the  following  places: — 

The  former  Holy  Trinity  School. 

The  Samuel  Southall  School. 

The  Christopher  Whitehead  School. 

Holy  Trinity  School  has  been  completely  converted,  in 
collaboration  with  the  City  Engineer,  into  a  first  aid  station 
and  decontamination  centre;  could  be  used  for  that  purpose 
immediately  and  is  used  as  a  training  post. 

The  Samuel  Southall  School  and  the  Christopher  Whitehead 
School  have  had  certain  fittings  and  alterations  made  so  that 
on  short  notice  partitioning,  which  is  made  and  stored,  could 
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be  at  once  set  up,  converting  portions  of  these  schools  into 
complete  aid  posts  and  decontamination  centres  for  male  and 
female  wounded  or  gassed. 

Two  of  these  posts  were  reasonably  equipped  in  September 
last  by  the  A.R.P.  Committee  without  Government  sanction; 
on  central  instruction  most  of  this  equipment  has  been  ab¬ 
sorbed  elsewhere  to  make  room  for  standardised  equipment 
now  being  issued  by  Government. 

STORES. — Aid  Post  and  Hospital  stores  are  being  held  at 
the  Smallpox  Hospital. 

HOSPITAL  PROVISION.— The  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary 
accommodation  has  been  extended.  The  Shrub  Hill  Infirmary 
has  been  earmarked  by  government  for  other  purposes  and  at 
the  moment  it  is  not  known  what  will  become  of  the  patients 
when  an  emergency  occurs. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — An  emergency  ambulance 
service  has  been  initiated;  some  28  vehicles  having  been  ear¬ 
marked  for  this  purpose. 

Stretcher  fitments,  stretchers,  blankets,  etc.  are  available 
and  will  be  stored  at  the  Mission  Hall,  The  Moors,  now  being 
put  into  order  for  storage  purposes. 

AID  PARTIES. — 6  Aid  Parties  each  consisting  of  5  men  have 
been  based  on  each  Aid  Post.  2  Aid  Parties  will  operate  at  a 
time  at  each  post,  the  remainder  being  held  in  reserve. 

PERSONNEL. — Sufficient  personnel  for  Aid  Posts  are  avail¬ 
able.  Most  of  these  are  already  fully  trained,  and  some  are  in 
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training,  as  in  addition  to  other  qualifications,  all  aid  post 
personnel  must  have  practical  hospital  experience.  Aid  party 
personnel  is  almost  at  full  strength. 

Drivers  of  emergency  ambulances  are  coming  forward  well, 
and  being  trained,  but  attendants  for  ambulances  are  still 
needed,  as  are  drivers  for  sitting  casualties. 

CIVIL  NURSING  RESERVE.— Information  regarding  the 
Civil  Nursing  Reserve  is  included  in  A.R.P.  information, 
although  the  formation  of  this  arm  was  only  initiated  in  the 
spring  of  1939. 

Locally  the  following  numbers  have  been  enrolled  for  the 
Civil  Nursing  Reserve. 

Trained  nurses  holding  S.R.N.  ..  ..  13 

Assistant  Nurses  . .  . .  .  .  13 

Nursing  Auxiliaries  . .  . .  . .  123 

The  trained  nurses  and  assistant  nurses  are  persons  not  at 
present  engaged  in  nursing,  as  the  lists  of  these  persons  do  not 
include  nurses  in  hospitals  or  actively  engaged  in  other 
branches  of  nursing. 

The  nursing  auxiliaries  include  members  of  the  St.  John’s 
Association,  the  Red  Cross  Organization  and  new  untrained 
volunteers  for  nursing;  where  needed  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  training  auxiliaries  in  first  aid,  home  nursing  and 
practical  hospital  work;  which  last  branch  is  being  undertaken 
at  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  and  the  Shrub  Hill  Infirmary 
under  the  organisation  of  Miss  Perry,  Matron  of  the  Worcester 
Royal  Infirmary. 
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No.  Causes  of  Death. 

Ages. 

All 

ages 

0- 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

85- 

1  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

fevers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2  Measles 

— 

1 

1 

3  Scarlet  fever 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4  Whooping  cough  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

5  Diphtheria  .  . 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

6  Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

6 

7  Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

8  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

_ 

9  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 

system 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

9 

20 

10 

4 

— 

491 

10  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

11  Syphilis 

1 

— 

1 

12  General  paralysis  of  the  in- 

sane,  tabes  dorsalis 

— 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

8 

42 

59 

— 

112 

14  Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

5 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

9 

47 

6 

65 

16  Heart  disease 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5 

35 

93 

18 

153 

17  Aneurysm  .  . 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

47 

4 

61 

19  Bronchitis  .  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

7 

15 

7 

33 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

7 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

7 

10 

10 

1 

42 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

— 

8 

22  Peptic  ulcer 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc. 

3 

1 

4 

24  Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

25  Cirrhosis  of  liver  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

26  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

27  Other  digestive  diseases  .  . 

O 

O 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

4 

1 

16 

28  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

3 

4 

10 

3 

20 

29  Puerperal  sepsis 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

31  Congenital  debility,  prema¬ 
ture  birth,  malformations, 

etc. 

19 

19 

32  Senility 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

13 

24 

33  Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

5 

34  Other  violence 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

6 

5 

— 

28 

35  Other  defined  causes 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

5 

4 

— 

17 

36  Causes  ill-defined,  or  un- 

known 

2 

2 

All  causes  .  . 

44 

16 

7 

8 

9 

15 

69 

156 

317 

53 

694 

Ill 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. — Provided  by  the 
Council: — 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  at  54,  Lowesmoor: 

Medical  Clinics  Tuesdays  ^ 

Wednesdays  >  at  3  p.m. 

Thursdays  J 

(Ante-natal) 

Weighing  Clinics  Mondays 

Tuesdays 
Wednesday 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Bank  Street: 

Medical  Clinic  Mondays 

Tuesdays 
Fridays 


School  Clinic,  Tudor  House: 

Tuesday 
Saturdays 

Nurses  attend  daily  for  dressings  at  9  a.m. 

Refraction  Clinic  (held  at  the  Worcester  Eye 
Hospital)  Fridays  at  2.15  p.m. 


at  2  p.m. 


\ 

/ 


at  3  p  m. 
at  7  p.m. 


\ 

r 


at  9.30  a.m. 


Provided  at  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  by  the  City  Council 
in  conjunction  with  the  Worcestershire  County  Council: 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic: 

Male  ...  ...  Tuesdays  5.0  to  7.0  p.m. 

Saturdays  2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 
Female  ...  Wednesdays  2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

Fridays  5.0  to  7.0  p.m. 
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Orthopaedic  Clinic: 

Wednesday  afternoons. 

Mental  Treatment  Clinic: 

First  and  Third  Friday  afternoons 
in  each  month. 

Provided  at  the  Worcester  Eye  Hospital: 

Orthoptic  Clinic  Wednesdays  2.30  p.m. 


1 


INDEX 


Ambulance  facilities 
Artificial  Pneumothorax 
A.R.P. 


Page 

21 

90 

107-109 


Bacteriological  examinations 
Births 

Blindness,  Prevention  of 

Bakehouses 

Baths,  public  ... 

Birth  Control  ... 

Bed  Bugs 
Bye-Laws 


22,  65 
18 
87 
49 
43 
31 
47 
52 


Cancer 

Canal  Boats  Act 
Charts : — 

Birth  rate  and  Death  rate 
Infant  Death  rate 
Neo-natal  Death  rate 
Children  Act,  1908 
City  Isolation  Hospital  ... 
Cleansing  and  Disinfection 
Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  ... 
Committees  ... 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Closet  accommodation  ... 


85-87 

76-78 

18 

27 

32 

83-84 

82 

21,  111 
3-6 
52 
42 


Death  Returns 
Death  rate 
Diphtheria 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 


110 

14 

80 

41 


Egg  Prosecution 


62,70 


Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 
Fish  Friers  (see  “Offensive  Trades’’). 
Food  and  Drugs 
Factories  Act,  1937 


73 

70,  72 
48-51 


11 


INDEX 


Page 

General  Statistics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services — Summary  ...  ...  20 


Housing  Statistics 
Housing  Act,  1936 
Hospitals 

Humane  Slaughtering  ... 
Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 
Health  Visitors 


58-60 
53,  55-57 
111 
67 
53 
33 


Immunisation 
Infant  Mortality 

Infectious  Diseases,  Prevalence  and  Control  Over  . 

Influenza 

Inspections 

Infant  Life  Protection  ... 


81 

26 

78-82 

82 

45 

32 


Knightwick  Sanatorium 


91 


Laboratory  Examinations 
Local  Government  Act 


22 

23 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Maternal  Mortality 
Meat  Inspection 
Measles 

Medical  Aid  ... 

Meteorology  ... 

Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930 
Mental  Deficiency  Acts 
Midwives  Acts,  1902  and  1918  ... 
Midwives  Act,  1936 
Milk... 

Milk  Analysis : — 

Bacteriological 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936  .. 


24-28,  33-38 
28 
66 
82 
29 

16-18 
106 
105-6 
29-30 
31, 
61-64,71 


65 

66 

61 


INDEX 

m 

Ministry  of  Health  Tables — 

Page 

Table  A  ... 

94-95 

„  c . . 

99 

„  D . . 

100 

„  E . 

101 

„  F . 

102 

„  G  ... 

103 

Municipal  Homes  Hospital 

25 

Nuisances 

43 

Nursing  Homes  ... 

•  •  • 

32 

Nursing  in  the  Home  ... 

... 

... 

21 

Offensive  Trades 

52 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

•  •  • 

... 

33 

Overcrowding  Statistics 

•  •  • 

... 

54,60 

Orthopaedic  Treatment 

... 

... 

33 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933 

107 

Poor-Law  Out-Relief  ... 

... 

21 

Population 

•  •  • 

15 

Public  Health  (Condensed.  Milk)  Regulations 

•  •  • 

71 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations 

71 

Public  Health  propaganda 

•  •  . 

106 

Puerperal  Infection 

•  .  . 

29 

Plans,  examination  of  ... 

... 

107 

Rainfall 

17 

Rats  ...  ...  ...  ... 

... 

... 

74-76 

Rag  Flock  Act,  1911-28 

.  .  . 

... 

46 

Sanatorium  T reatment ... 

91 

Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area 

. . . 

38-43 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

43-51, 

62-78 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

... 

81 

Shop  Act,  1934 

•  .  • 

46 

Sewerage 

.  .  . 

41 

IV 


INDEX 


Slaughterhouses : — 
Public 
Private 

Social  conditions 
Staff 


Smallpox 
Statistics : — 

Vital,  Summary  of 
General  ... 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Tuberculosis 
Superannuation  Act 
Scavenging 
Smoke  Abatement 
Section  A 
„  B 

„  c 

„  D 
„  E 
F 

Stillbirths 


Swimming  Pools 


Page 

68 

67 

15 

7-9,  20 
82 

10 

14 

33-38 

87-103 

106 

41 

43 

14 

20 

38 

53 

61 

78 

18 

43 


Tuberculosis  ... 
Tuberculosis  After-care 
Typhoid  Fever 


87-103 

91-93 

82 


Unemployment  figures  ... 
Unsound  Food 


15 

69 


Vaccination 
Venereal  Diseases 
Vital  Statistics 


23 

104 

10 


Water  Supply 
Worcester  Royal  Infirmary 
Worcester  Eye  Hospital 


38-41 

111 

111 


